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Home Learning Survey 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
At the beginning of last academic year we started a new approach to home learning. In the summer term 
we offered parents the chance to share their views on this new approach via an online survey.  
 
We had 119 responses to the survey with 88 parents providing individual comments as well as answering 
the questions. Accompanying this letter is a summary of the responses to the questions. A summary of 
the main areas of comments made by a number of parents are listed below.  
 
Positives: 

 Children like the range of activities 

 Creativity  

 Children are able to have a choice 

 Flexibility enables home learning to fit in with family life 

 Better to have activities spread across term 

 Encourages discussions and deeper learning 

 Children feel proud when sharing home learning 

 Children/parents like teacher’s and other children’s comments 
 
Issues: 

 Would prefer one piece of home learning per week 

 Home learning left to the last minute 

 Difficult to motivate child to do home learning and causes stress 

 Difficulty in parents attending sharing sessions and concern that they occur too regularly 

 Timing in day of sessions are not helpful  

 Not enough time for the ‘Basics’ home learning  

 Too many activities requested for term and also number of compulsory activities. 

 Feedback from teachers is not consistent 

 Children do not value parents’ comments 

 Mathletics not linked to current learning in classroom 

 Parents are doing the work for the children so becomes competition between parents and lack of 
learning for children 

 
As you can see from the comments and the survey numbers, as expected there was a great range in the 
views expressed and how the questions were answered. 
 
The new approach was created last year following previous surveys and discussions with children, 
parents and teachers. The purpose of the new approach was to develop the existing strategy by: 

 
 Providing children with choice in the learning they could complete.  
 Encouraging creativity and independence in the children through the element of choice. 
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 Giving families flexibility of when certain pieces had to be done and allow for other family 
commitments. 

 Having a sharing session to celebrate children’s learning and see how other creative ideas 
have been used. 

 Ensuring ‘the basics’ of reading, times tables, etc are continued. 
  
We asked the children for their views on home learning last term within a wider survey they completed 
online in school. 88% and 89% of Infant and Junior children agreed or strongly agreed respectively that 
they liked the home learning approach and sharing their learning, and a number of children specifically 
commented that the home learning was a good idea.  
 
Therefore, in responding to the parent survey and discussions within the schools we have decided to 
maintain the concept and structure of the system but make changes to some of the details to take 
account of the main areas of concern identified by the parents. These will start from this term and run for 
the school year. 
 
The changes to the approach are: 

 Reduce the number of activities that children have to undertake to three per learning grid, 
although this is the minimum so children can do more if they wish. 

 There will only be one compulsory activity per learning grid and sometimes there might not be 
any. This will depend on the planning in that year group for that term and what the teachers feel 
is useful for the children to complete. 

 There will be four learning grids sent out for home learning across the year rather than five last 
year. 

 Two of these sharing sessions will be where parents are invited to attend and two will be just for 
children and teachers. 

 The parent sharing sessions will start at 3pm and finish at 4pm to allow for some parents to 
attend at this slightly later time. The children’s learning will then be returned home the next day. 

 The expectation of parents writing comments will not continue so that parents can spend their 
time looking at the learning and discussing it with their own child and the child whose work it is. 
This will reduce the pressure some parents feel to comment on all children’s pieces or knowing 
what to write. 

 Teacher’s feedback will be for each piece of learning from every child, although there may be 
more detail on one type of learning a child has completed compared to another piece of learning 
as there may be more to say. 

 Mathletics will continue with practising of all skills as this helps with children’s overall learning. 
However, we will indicate on the home learning grid or the termly overview the main area of 
maths that will be covered during the weeks, so that parents can focus some of the Mathletics 
activities towards what has been covered in the class at that time.  

 
Our aim in making these changes is for children, and parents, to focus on a fewer number of activities 
and do these really well. It will also allow children to focus more on the ‘Basics’ part of home learning ie 
reading, number bonds/times tables, spellings/keywords and Mathletics, and practise these regularly 
each week. Our expectation for reading would still be at least 5 reads a week which would mean a child 
would have approximately 150 home reads over the year which was achieved by just over 50% of the 
schools last year. 
 
One of the main ideas behind this approach was to give flexibility to children and families over when the 
home learning could be undertaken. If a family prefers to do the learning at times when they are less 
busy this is possible, but it is also for families to plan learning from the grid over regular periods during 
the term so that the learning is spread evenly. The idea is that families can choose the way home learning 
is tackled that best suits them. 
 



 

          

The learning grids will be sent out on Monday 2nd October and run until the week beginning 27th 
November. The home learning sharing session for parents will be on Monday 27th November in the 
Juniors and Tuesday 28th in the Infants, both between 3.00-4.00pm. 
 
We would like to thank you for your valuable input into the evaluation process and helping us to improve 
the home learning we provide. Your comments, along with those of the children and staff, have provided 
a valuable insight to help shape and refine how we move forward. During this year, we hope that you will 
be able to join us at one of the 2 sharing sessions and thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mark Toogood 
Executive Headteacher 


