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Dear Families,
I do hope that you are well. What strange times we are in again, with most children continuing with their learning at
home whilst schools are closed during lockdown. We do miss having all the children in school, although we all
understand the reasons why this is not possible at this time.
I would like to start the newsletter by saying a massive thank to you all for everything you are doing. We appreciate just
how much hard work goes in to remote learning, and we want to thank you for the fantastic job you are doing. The
teachers are regularly reviewing children’s engagement in the home learning and we are delighted at how well this is
going.
I would also like to thank all of the staff. Each and every one of the Crossways’ staff team have gone above and beyond
this term to do their very best in these challenging times. We have received numerous emails from parents to say thank
you and I know that parents also appreciate their hard work.
We very much look forward to when it is safe for us all to be back in school together again.
Remote Learning:
We have worked very hard to develop our remote learning offer even further this term. We are really pleased to be able
to offer regular live feedback sessions with teachers, which also provide an invaluable opportunity for children to interact
with their peers too. We understand how important this is and know that parents will also be looking for safe ways for
children to remotely keep in touch with their friends during this time, when we are unable to meet up face to face. We
know that providing opportunities for children to maintain some level of contact with both their teachers and other peers
is really important and helpful during this period of lockdown.
This week we will be carrying out another parent survey about remote learning. The last one that we carried out in
December was really useful to support us with developing and enhancing our practice. We appreciate parents taking
the time to engage in the survey and letting us know what is working well and what further support you might benefit
from. Thank you in advance for your support with the next one!
One question that we have been asked by some parents is whether we will be introducing live teaching. We do
understand that some families would be really keen on this, but similarly, recognise that for some families this would be
more of a challenge, particularly where there is more than one child in a household who might therefore all need to use
a device at the same time. We are keen to support families and know that it can be tricky for families to access live
sessions whilst juggling other priorities and activities at home, especially when there are multiple siblings in a
household. Due to the age of the children, it would require a parent to be available to be in the room with the child
during the session, which we recognise is not possible for all families, as parents have other commitments, other
children at home or are working from home themselves.
Every school is in a different situation in terms of the challenges we face in order to create a sustainable approach to
remote learning. We take into account the number of children we have on-site, the number of children we have learning
from home, as well as our staff availability. At Crossways, we have about a third of our pupils in school every day. This
means that we need a significant number of staff in school each day to ensure that the groups are small, as we strive to
do our best to keep everyone safe and maintain distancing where possible. Every school is different with regards to the
staffing levels they have available at present. All of our staff are working to the best of their ability to provide quality
remote learning for children who are home learning and also working in school to support children of key workers and
vulnerable children who are accessing the in-school provision.
This is why we have asked staff to use a range of resources for teaching new input including the Oak Academy videos
and some videos that they have pre-recorded themselves so that they can be accessed at a convenient time by
children/parents. The approach we have taken in providing online videos from a range of sources, tries to balance this
as best we can and is also designed using best practice advice within educational research.
We continually monitor and review our remote learning offer and will continue to do so.

Our teachers are regularly checking in with families to support those working at home with accessing the learning. Do
please let us know if you need any further support. We are also able to support with access to both devices and the
internet and have been delighted to be able to help some of our families with this. If you do require help with this,
please do get in touch with your child’s class teacher or the school office.
Covid-19 reporting over half term
Schools play an important part in contract tracing for pupils and staff who continue to attend school.
Please see attached instructions for what to do if your child tests positive in the February half term, is currently
attending school and the next steps you need to take.
INSET – Friday 12 February
Just a reminder that this Friday is an INSET day and the school will be closed to all pupils. There will not be any remote
learning provided on this day or teacher feedback, as teachers will be involved in staff training.
Reminder about the current arrangements for the start and end of the school day
Just a reminder that we have changed the arrangements for the start of the school day whilst we have smaller numbers
of children attending the setting. Children do not need to line up at the start of the day. They will be welcomed at the
gate by a member of staff and then asked to go straight round to their classrooms. Parents do not need to come onto
the playground.
At the end of the school day, in the junior school, children will continue to wait in their lines and parents are asked to
come on to the playground to collect their child. We hope this will support with parents being able to maintain a social
distance outside of school when collecting children. In the infant school, parents continue to collect their child from the
gate and walk round past pre-school to exit the premises.
Children’s mental health week 1st – 7th February – A message from Mrs Ayotte and Miss Toms
Children's mental health charity Place2Be has set up Children's Mental Health Week 2021. Its aim is to highlight the
importance of mental health within children and young people.
The theme of Children's Mental Health Week this year was 'Express Yourself'. The aim is to encourage children to
express themselves in a variety of ways. For example, expressing yourself can be about sharing your feelings, thoughts
and ideas through creativity. Even though it is no longer Mental Health Week, children can still express how they feel
through a piece of artwork or writing, or they could express it through a performance such as dance or drama.
An important part of this theme is that expressing yourself doesn't mean that you're the best at something. It's all about
finding a way to show other people who you are and how you feel. It's about showing how you see the world and finding
a way to 'express yourself' which feels good to you. Expressing yourself in a way that's unique to you is a great way to
improve mental wellbeing.
Last week, the children received a range of activities, including some off screen ideas to support positive mental health
and well-being. We also have a range of activities available on our school website.
Mrs Ayotte and Miss Toms
Well-Being Wednesday
For the next three Wednesday afternoons (this week and the first two after half term), we will be continuing to focus on
Mental Health and Well-Being. Teachers will be setting a range of activities for a Wednesday afternoon, that are nonscreen based, pastoral activities, designed to support children’s mental health and well-being. We hope that children will
enjoy these activities and that it will provide time for them to be reflective or creative.

Upcoming Dates:
Fri 12th February

INSET Day 3 – there will be no remote learning on this day as it is an in-service training day.
End of term 3

Mon

22nd

February

Start of term 4

Thurs 1st April

End of term 4

Mon 19th April

Start of term 5

Fri 28th May

End of term 5

7th

June

Start of term 6

Jun

INSET Day 4

Mon
Fri

18th

Tues 20th July

End of term 6

Weds 21st July

INSET Day 5 – this is a disaggregated INSET day and staff training has taken place in twilight
training sessions throughout the year.

DISCLAIMER: We have been sent these adverts into school which may be of interest to you but please be aware we
are not endorsing any of these advertisements.

