
 

 
  
 
 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 
19TH November 2021 
 
Dear Families, 
We have had a busy start to the term with lots going on as usual! The children have returned after the October half 
term break with great enthusiasm! They are ready to learn and making their teachers proud every day. Thank you for 
everything you have done to ensure that they have continued with small amounts of learning over the holidays – 
whether it has been continuing to read books, Mathletics or TTRockstars, or counting leaves/pebbles/flowers and 
engaging with the environment. This all makes such a big difference. 
 
We were very pleased to see lots of you in the parents’ evenings that happened in the first week of this term, either in 
person or virtually. These were well attended by parents and feedback received was encouraging about the 
organisation of the evenings and the clarity of information given by teachers. Teachers know the children well and this 
was reflected in the positive comments received. Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts with us. 
 
As we move through this term, we are mindful that we may need to review and further adjust our risk assessments for 
Covid in line with local and national guidance. However, as always, we are so grateful for the care and attention that 
Crossways’ families show in sharing responsibility for keeping our community safe. This sensible and considered 
approach has proved to be successful and we aim for this to continue! 
 
Hopefully you will find some interesting information in the newsletter today, along with some upcoming dates. We 
have lots planned for the rest of this term which we hope will be uplifting and exciting for everyone! 
 
Take care 

Team Crossways 

 
Celebrations and Christmas! 
We are looking forward to the festive season and the activities we are planning for December! There are several 
events in the pipeline and we thought we’d share a few with you… 

 Christmas Lunch – this will be held on Wednesday 15th December. You can book as usual through the 
ParentPay system. Children can choose to have a hot Christmas lunch or bring a packed lunch from home.  
If your child/ren would like to have Christmas dinner it must be booked on Parent Pay by 26th November. No 
Christmas dinner bookings will be accepted after this date and your child will be required to bring in a home 
packed lunch. Desert choice will be provided at school on the day. If you have any problems booking, please 
call the school office before this date so we can help you. All children will enjoy their lunch with their friends. 

 Christmas Jumper day - Wednesday 15th December - All children are invited to wear a Christmas jumper or 
something festive with their normal school uniform.  This could be anything from a festive jumper, a piece of 
tinsel in their hair or even some festive socks. Please don’t feel you need to go out to buy items, just be 
creative with whatever you have. It doesn’t need to be anything major! 

 CPTA event – this has not yet been announced, but there will be an exciting event for children before 
Christmas. More information to follow! 

 Year 2 play & Year 3 play – children in Year 2 and Year 3 have been busily practising their lines, songs and 
dances for their performances to parents. Thank you to all parents for helping their children learn their lines – 
it makes such a difference! 

 Christmas singalong – in school the children will take part in a ‘singalong’ with their peers whilst celebrating 
different traditions from around the world. This is always a lovely event for the children where each year 
group contributes something very special  
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 Talent Show in the juniors – this year we are hoping again to be able to host the junior school talent show. 
Children will choose whether they want to take part so please have a conversation about this at home. More 
information to follow soon. 

 
An opportunity to come and see your children’s books 
In the past you have been able to come and see your child’s books during parents’ evening. This year as we had 1 night 
online we have decided to hold an evening for each year group when you can drop into the relevant school hall and 
have a look at your children’s books. If as a result of this you have any questions then you can contact your child’s class 
teacher via the year group emails as they will not be available on the night for questions. The books will be available 
from 3.30pm until 5pm in the relevant school hall on the following evenings for each year group: 

Year 1 – Wednesday 1st December 
Year 2 – Thursday 2nd December 
Year 3 – Thursday 2nd December 

Year 4 – Wednesday 1st December 
Year 5 – Tuesday 30th November 
Year 6 - Monday 29th November 

 
EYFS- At this early point in EYFS the children do not record formally in books. As the children develop their writing and 
recording skills we will begin to introduce writing and mathematics books in the New Year. This approach enables all 
children to feel confident by knowing their phonemes and the graphemes that go with them along with how to record 
their mathematical ideas. Our Evidence Me app allows the sharing of learning at this time. 
Many thanks, 
The EYFS Team 

 
Crossways Vision and Values 
We are almost ready (and very excited!) to shared our new Vision and Values with our school community and the 
wider community of Thornbury. This has taken a little longer than we would have liked, but we have strived to listen to 
the views and thoughts of all members of our community so that the Vision and Values represents what we all want 
for Crossways. In readiness for the launch, we will be inviting all children within the Federation to enter a competition 
to design and draw pictures/characters that represent these school values. More details will follow soon! 
 
Crossways’ Climate Crew – Thornbury schools’ climate meeting 
Last week a cross section of children across the year groups took part in the schools COP 26 summit.  See below for a 
report from some of the year 6’s:  
 
Reported by: Archie, Daniel & Kian - Y6 
 
When the meeting started, the Head Teacher of Gillingstool spoke about her school and what was going on with the 
climate status of the world and COP26.  There were some technical difficulties so we weren’t able to watch the 
schools’ videos about what climate change means to us but we will be able to soon.  Then we started to talk about our 
climate pledges.  Crossways’ pledge is that we will install solar panels on the roof to be more energy efficient, so that 
all light bulbs will be powered by the sun. The other schools talked about their pledges, and they are mostly all about 
being more energy efficient and using up less plastic.  
After the pledges, an engineer called Danny Bonnett talked about how he uses windmills to create energy but they are 
made from carbon-emitting materials and how he figures out how to make a completely environmentally friendly 
windmills that is so much better for the environment. He also states that he cycled all the way to Paris for the COP21 
and all his family.  
We also heard from a councillor who talked about a story of how the council saved a rare species of butterfly by just 
one person coming up to the council and telling them about the butterflies.  She also said that if we wanted anything 
to happen we had to just ask the council. Then the Mayor of South West England came on and started talking about 
climate change and the little things we can do to help the state of the planet.  He asked if anyone had any questions 
and someone asked if he supported a website called Team Seas and he said he would have a look at it.  Someone else 
asked what he was doing to help the environment, and he said that he is creating forms of transport that are better 
than the previous forms of transport.  He then announced the winners of the poster competition: in the junior 
category, it was Izzy of the Crossways Climate Crew and Annabel also won in the Infants’ category.  He then logged off 
and the meeting ended. 



 

Staffing update 
Mrs Dickenson will be leaving us today to take on an exciting new role in a teaching capacity bringing together her OT 
experiences prior to Crossways and the immense skills she has shown and developed whilst with us here. We are very 
excited for Mrs Dickenson to be able to take on this new opportunity but we are also sad to see her leave after more 
than 8 years as part of the Crossways team. We wish her well for her new adventure! 
 
Mrs Cain will also be leaving us on 31st December to take up a role as Deputy Head at Tyndale Primary in Yate. This will 
be a new and exciting promotion for Mrs Cain. Mrs Cain has been with Crossways for 13 years and has taught various 
year groups and taken on many additional roles in that time. We know that she will be fantastic in her new role and 
the Tyndale community are lucky to have such a committed and dedicated member joining their team. We wish Mrs 
Cain every success in her future career! 
 
 
A plea to the Crossways Community 
We are always looking to find ways to enhance our schools outdoor provision and would love it if you could help. 
We are looking to source….. 
Logs, Log slices-big and small, Tyres-tractor/car, Withies, Fencing Posts, Hurdles, Wood Chippings. Hedging/Tree 
saplings are also welcome! 
 
 

 

 
 
Please contact EYFS@crossways.org.uk if you are able to help.  Many thanks, Mrs Stockton 
 
Uniform donations: 
This may be the time of year that you are having a clear out of clothes that don’t fit anymore. We would welcome 
donations of smart preloved uniform – particularly school sweatshirts and cardigans, but also trousers, skirts, t shirts 
etc. We do already have many sizes in school so we are currently focusing on these ages: 
 

 Aged 5-6, 6-7, 7-8 (for the Infant school) 

 Aged 9-10,10-11 or older (for the Junior school) 

  
If you have anything to donate, please drop it into the school office. We welcome any donations! 
 
 
Foodbank 
With Christmas already fast approaching, we have been contacted by 
the North Bristol Foodbank to see if we can help them with donations of 
Christmas items this year.  
We know that this is an important cause and one that our Junior School 
Council children feel strongly about supporting, but also recognise that, 
with our Children in Need fundraising events taking place so recently 
and all the costs of Christmas, donating to the Foodbank will not be 
practical for some families at the moment and want to reassure you that 
there is no expectation to do so.   
If you do feel able to donate any items from the North Bristol 
Foodbank's Christmas List (see below) or other non-perishable food 
items , please bring them into school on Wednesday 1st December.  
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Upcoming Dates: 
 

Date  Event 

Week beginning 6th Dec  Year 3 Christmas play for Year 3 parents (dates/times provided) 

Week beginning 13th Dec  Year 2 Christmas play for Year 2 parents (dates/times provided) 

Fri 10th Dec  CPTA Christmas event (to be announced) 

Wed 15th Dec  Christmas Lunch Day & Christmas Jumper day 

Fri 17th Dec  Last day of term 2 

Tues 4th Jan 2022  INSET DAY (no children in school) 

Wed 5th Jan  First day of term 3 for children 

 
DISCLAIMER: We have been sent these adverts into school which may be of interest to you but please be aware we 
are not endorsing any of these advertisements.  
 

 
 

Christmas Stories and Songs around the tree for Primary aged children  
 
Venue :- Thornbury United Reformed Church  

Date and Time:- Friday 17th December between 5 and 5.45pm 

Refreshments – Squash and biscuits included 

Cost :- 50p per child and donations from adults who wish to watch 

  

Former headteacher of Crossways Junior School Janet Raven is organizing a ‘start the Christmas 

holidays story and song event’ for primary aged children. If you wish to join us for this fun session 

please book a place. Accompanying adults are welcome to come too. All children will need to register by 

Monday 13th December giving a parent/guardian name and contact details. 

 

There will be an overall limit on numbers so book your place to ensure you can join in! 

Contact Janet on janetraven@hotmail.co.uk  or 07947004031 to book your place.  

 
                                                                  

All proceeds to the charity War Child and the URC window appeal 
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