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Welcome to the festive season!  

As always, we are a school that is keen to raise money 

for charity when we can but we try to ensure that we 

hold fundraising events at spaced intervals through the 

year so as not to overload families - especially at this 

time of year when some things can become a struggle 

for families. As a school community we have been so 

taken aback by the generosity and kindness shown 

recently. As an example, our Children in Need 

fundraising day raised a huge total of… 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who contributed in some 

way, whether that was by dressing up on the day or 

donating money. We all had a fantastic day in order to 

help others less fortunate than ourselves. 

WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON? 

It’s been a busy term again with lots of exciting and 

engaging learning happening across the school… 

Year 3 

Year 3 have been hard at work practising for their 

Christmas Production, and last week created wonderful 

sketches of buildings along the Thornbury Heritage Trail 

using different mediums and techniques.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS  

Badgers and Rabbits have learnt about what school was 

like in the past during History sessions with Mr Jenkins, 

one of our school governors. We heard how school was 

different and the same in the past and compared 

cameras from the present day and past to try and 

understand why photos used to be black and white and 

take a long time to process. This term,  Mr Jenkins will 

return to talk to us about toys he played with when he 

was a little boy and toys EYFS like to play with now. 

 

We are becoming really confident Mathematicians and 

we are working hard on our number understanding and 

ability to describe shape and position. We have started 

using Mathletics at home and really impressing our 

parents with all the points we are getting and 

certificates we are achieving! 

Year 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 1 we have been learning about parts of a plant 

and how to care for them. We worked together to plant 

cress seeds and we will be observing them and keeping 

diaries over the next couple of weeks. The children 

were very hopeful for their cress plants to grow as tall 

as the ceiling, so watch this space! 

Year 5 

Year 5 have been studying the Jabberwocky by Lewis 

Carroll. We have produced some lively, group 

performances of the poem, complete with actions. We 

have also created a fantastic array of our own nonsense 

words (they all have a meaning, of course!) and new, 

bizarre creatures for our own nonsense poems. 

 

In topic, we have been studying mummification, in all 

its amazing, gruesome glory. We even mummified some 

very brave members of the class! 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

Year 4 had a wonderful day on Monday taking part in a 

drama workshop run by Mrs Grey. We warmed up our 

brains, bodies and voices and played some amazing 

drama games. We then created freeze frames of places 

in Pompeii, and then created a sound scape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children then learned a rap all about Pompeii. The 

children (and teachers!) had a wonderful time. Thank 

you so much Mrs Grey. 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING & OTHER USEFUL INFO 

In our safeguarding section we are focusing on 

communication with your child. We know that there are 

sometimes difficult conversations to have with your 

child and advice and guidance on this can be really 

helpful. Difficult conversations could include topics such 



 

as talking about illness or bereavement, the PANTs talk 

about body parts, or relationships. 

The NSPCC have an excellent page of advice that talks 

you through a range of aspects regarding difficult 

conversations including starting the conversation, 

keeping the conversation going and listening. The 

article also includes a list of books that can help with 

conversations that we think could be useful. Take a look 

at the article here https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-

children-safe/support-for-parents/talking-about-

difficult-topics/  

If you are in a position that you need to have a difficult 

conversation with your child and you would like to talk 

this through with a member of staff, please let us know 

and we will do what we can to support you. It may be 

that the topic that you need to discuss has already been 

covered in class at a different time and that we can 

share with you the ways we talked about it to reassure 

your child. 

Remember if you have any safeguarding concerns then 

you can contact school by email at 

safeguarding@crossways.org.uk or for more serious 

safeguarding concerns around a child you can contact 

Access and Response at South Glos. on 01454 866000 

or for more info: https://www.southglos.gov.uk/health-

and-social-care/care-and-support-children-

families/access-response-team-art/ 

 

 ‘SHINE A LIGHT’ ON INCLUSION 

In this edition, we shine a light on Young Carers and 

what this means for some families. 

You are a young carer if you are under 18 and help to 
look after a relative with a disability, illness, or mental 
health condition.  

 If you're a young carer, you probably look after 
one of your parents or care for a brother or 
sister. 

 You may do extra jobs in and around the home, 
such as cooking, cleaning or helping someone 
get dressed and move around. 

 You may also give a lot of physical help to a 
parent, brother or sister who's disabled or ill. 

 Along with doing things to help your brother or 
sister, you may be giving them and your parents 
emotional support, too. 

 

At this time, young people who are carers may be 

concerned about becoming unwell or the person they 

care for being unwell during the outbreak. Their usual 

support networks could have changed and they may 

need more support. Putting contingency plans in place 

can help reduce worry.  

There are many charities and agencies that have advice 

to help: 

 Carers Trust  

 Childline  

 Carers Direct helpline 

 The Children's Society 

 Carers UK 

 Youth Access 
Please speak to a member of staff if you would like 

additional advice or have concerns about your child. 

 

MEET THE STAFF 

This is a chance to meet a few of our wonderful staff, 

from across the Federation who work with your 

children. 

Mr Carrick 

 

I qualified as a teacher in 2000 and have been working 
at Crossways since 2005, which shows I love it here! I 
am PE coordinator and the upper school Phase Leader. I 
love cooking, sport, cars and watching movies. I think 
you probably know already that I’m a Star Wars nut! I 
especially enjoy spending time with my family and 
going for long walks with our dog, Maisie. 
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Mrs Chivers 

 

Hello! I’m Mrs Chivers. I’ve been teaching at Crossways 
since 2014, where I joined as a Newly Qualified 
Teacher. I have taught in Year 5, Year 3 and now I am 
teaching in Year 1. I love everything about Crossways, 
especially the people who make it so special. There isn’t 
a day that goes by without the children making me 
smile, and that’s one of my favourite things about being 
a teacher. 
In my spare time, I enjoy spending time with my baby 
daughter at home, and making the most of precious 
family time together. I have a Miniature Schnauzer, 
whom I love very much, even if he is very vocal at 
times… 
Did you know? When I was 15, I travelled to the other 
side of the World for a family holiday, climbed the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge and had photographs with 
tigers! A once in a lifetime experience! 
 

Mrs Cain – a final farewell 

 

My name is Mrs Cain and have been a teacher at 

Crossways for 14 years. I am currently teaching Year 3 

but during my teaching career I have taught all of the 

primary year groups. I am also very proud to be the 

year 3/4 Phase Leader, Curriculum Development lead 

and the joint English lead at Crossways. Before 

becoming a teacher I worked  within the IT industry in 

London and eventually moved to Thornbury as a senior 

analyst programmer in the aerospace industry. 
 

Little known fact: I competed in a number of ballroom 

dancing competitions whilst at University. Strictly here I 

come!  

 

ANYTHING ELSE… 

-As a reminder:  

* This school term finishes on Friday 17th December  

* The new term begins on Wednesday 5th January for 

children. 

 

We hope that you all have a wonderful Christmas break 

when we finally get there!  

 

 


