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Well this term really has flown by with so many things 

happening and changing within Crossways. It has been 

very exciting to see all of the great learning that the 

children have been doing and as usual, we’ll share 

highlights from some year groups below. You’ll also find 

some useful information around online safety, which is 

always a key consideration of modern living for our 

young people. Please follow the links to help you to 

understand the sorts of apps and games the children 

are accessing and the current trends they are following. 

This is an ever changing playing field!  

We are very excited to announce that we will be 

building a multi-use games area (MUGA for short!), 

behind the schools. It will be situated on the largely 

unused land between the two schools. It will measure 

24m X 12m and will be surrounded by 2m high-rebound 

steel sports fencing, with built-in, recessed goals. The 

surface will be a multi-sports carpet, suitable for 

football, hockey, netball and many other games and 

activities. When built, the MUGA will provide an area 

that can be used all year round, providing excellent 

opportunities for all children, extending, enhancing and 

adding an extra dimension to lessons and playtimes. We 

are currently waiting for the planning permission to 

come through and we hope to get this area built in the 

summer holidays of 2022. 

Most of the funding for this will come from sports 

funding which the government gives to the school to 

encourage physical activity in school age 

children.  However the CPTA are keen to help with the 

funding for this exciting project and have organised a 

non-school uniform day on Friday 22nd October where 

all children can come to school dressed in any type of 

Sportswear. All money raised on that day will go 

towards this exciting project. 

 

Exciting times ahead! 

WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON? 

What a busy first term of the year we have had! It’s 

been so lovely being able to return to some kind of 

normality and have children and staff all learning and 

playing together! We hope that you enjoy seeing and 

hearing about our current adventures… 

EYFS have had a great time being Mathmagicians. We 

have been comparing heights of children and objects 

and also comparing weights of different items.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been learning so many phonemes and even 

starting to read simple words together like cat and dog. 

So impressive after not even a term in school! We have 

been learning lots of catchy new songs in assemblies 

with Year 1 and Year 2, which you might find us 

humming and singing along to at home! We have also 

been listening to lots of stories which teach us we are 

all different but all special. We have designed our own 

superhero and thought what our very own super 

powers are. These ranged from being a super friend, to 

a super tidy up to super climbers and runners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been thinking about repeating patterns in 

mathematics. We used healthy fruit to help us create 

our own…then we were able to eat it! Yummy!  

Well done EYFS! 

Year 2 have been reading the book Kevin, about Sid and 

his imaginary friends. They designed their own 

imaginary friends and where they lived. In English, they 

wrote descriptions of them, using adjectives and 

conjunctions. 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 have created some incredible images inspired by 
Shackleton’s expedition to the Antarctic. We have many 
budding artists in Year 6! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 5 have had a busy few weeks. We really enjoyed 
learning all about our local heritage, with some detailed 
research and super artwork produced on Princess 
Campbell and Banksy. We have also been learning 
about the water cycle, river features and the location 
and importance of the River Nile. In English we have 
written our own, Ancient Egyptian version of Cinderella 
and are now writing non-chronological reports about 
cats in Ancient Egypt. In Maths we have been studying 
number, addition, subtraction and problem solving. We 
had a great lesson, completing an outdoor Maths trail. 
Everyone worked really well together to complete the 
questions.  

In role as nurses, discussing Princess Campbell’s plight 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING & OTHER USEFUL INFO 

In this edition we want to prioritise online safety, along 

with links to other safeguarding information. 

Online safety continues to be a high priority in schools 
and for parents but it’s not always easy to know how to 
talk about this with your children, particularly when 
they are using the internet very differently to you. The 
NSPCC have some useful resources to help you start a 
conversation about online safety here 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-
safe/online-safety/  

News stories and warnings often circulate about online 
scares or dangerous challenges which are alleged to 
have encouraged children to engage in harmful 
activities. Most have been found to be hoaxes, fake 
news or wildly exaggerated stories. Seeing or hearing 
about this content can be distressing for both children 
and parents. 

You can find more information from CEOP here: 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/theres

-a-viral-scare-online-what-should-i-do/ 

If you do have any safeguarding concerns, please email 

the school at safeguarding@crossways.org.uk or for 

more serious safeguarding concerns you can contact 

Access and Response at South Glos. on 01454 866000 

or for more info: https://www.southglos.gov.uk/health-

and-social-care/care-and-support-children-

families/access-response-team-art/  

 

 ‘SHINE A LIGHT’ ON INCLUSION 

In this edition our focus is on Autism Spectrum 

Disorders/Conditions. ASD is a social communication 

disorder. 

People with autism may: 
 find it hard to communicate and interact with 

other people 
 find it hard to understand how other people 

think or feel 
 find things like bright lights or loud noises 

overwhelming, stressful or uncomfortable 
 get anxious or upset about unfamiliar situations 

and social events 
 take longer to understand information 
 do or think the same things over and over 

 
Helpful tips… 
~ It can help people with autism if you speak in a clear, 
consistent way and give them time to process what has 
been said.  
~ Be aware that a child’s behaviour could be a result of 
their autism and not just ‘naughtiness’. They may be 
experiencing sensory overload and cannot cope with 
what’s going on around them.  
~ Parents of children with autism face numerous 
challenges, one of which is feeling that others are 
judging them for their child’s behaviour. Please show 
kindness and understanding towards others so that our 
children all learn to be accepting of people’s differing 
needs. 
 
For more information about autism spectrum 

disorders/conditions, please visit 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/autism/what-is-

autism/, https://www.autism.org.uk/what-we-do/help-

and-support or https://www.childautism.org.uk/. 
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MEET THE STAFF 

This is a chance to meet a few of our wonderful staff, 

from across the Federation, that work with your 

children. 

Mrs Tulley and Mrs Vinson 

 

Hello Everyone! 

We are the Year 6 teachers, Mrs Tulley and Mrs 

Vinson.  Do you like our outfits?  We love sharing our 

super learning powers! 

Can you tell which one of us was born in Mauritius and 

which one lived and worked in France? 

Mrs Bamford 

 

Hi. I am Mrs Bamford. I have been working in the 

Crossways Schools for 5 years and I am currently 

working in Year 4 and in the Early Years setting as a 

Teaching Assistant. I love my work as I really enjoy 

spending time helping the children and the adults of the 

Crossways School Community. In my spare time, my 

main hobby is singing with a Barbershop-style chorus 

called Bristol Fashion and I love to sing and to perform 

on stage with my friends.  

A little-known fact about me is that in 1993 and in 1994 

I played with my school Big Band on a very popular BBC 

children’s program and so I have two very special 

badges. Can you guess which program I was on?  

Mrs Wiles 

 

Hello, my name is Emma Wiles, and I have worked at 

Crossways for about 10 years. I am currently studying as 

a play therapist and offer 1:1 play sessions in school on 

Wednesdays. As we all know, play is so important to 

children's learning and development. Child-led, play 

therapy can help children to work through their 

emotions or difficulties in their lives. 

In my spare time, I like to curl up with a good book and 

my cat, stomp across the fields and watch films with my 

husband and two sons. I am also supposed to run 

regularly, so if you see me in Thornbury puffing and red 

in the face, you will know that I have finally got round to 

doing it again! 

 

ANYTHING ELSE… 

-Thank you to everyone for supporting your child’s 

attendance during this term. We appreciate it has not 

been easy for some of you, with children needing to go 

for Covid tests or managing school attendance around 

other members of the family having contracted Covid. 

As we move closer to winter and the likelihood of more 

and more illness circulating, can we encourage you to  

continue to send your children to school when they are 

well enough to attend and are not self-isolating with 

symptoms (and testing) or a case of Covid. We all know 

that the last few years have been really disruptive to 

education and we are keen to ensure that children miss 



 

as little time as possible. With that said, we also know 

that children aren’t always well enough to attend, so if 

they are absent, please help support our admin staff by 

reporting the absence to them first thing in the 

morning. Your support with this is much appreciated.  

-If you feel your child/ren might be eligible for Free 

School Meals, whether in the Infants or the Juniors, we 

strongly urge you to have a look at: 

https://find-information-for-adults-children-

families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/advi

ce.page?id=96T2gCAk10A  

-As a reminder, Term 2 starts on Monday 1st 

November. Previously this was an INSET day - we 

apologise for this unavoidable change. 

Have a lovely half term  
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