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Crossways Schools Federation  
EYFS Curriculum Intent Statement  

 
 
Intent-Why do we teach what we teach. 
 
At Crossways Schools Federation we value the development and growth of all our pupils, understanding 
that each individual arrives with their own experiences and ideas depending on circumstances. We are 
committed to providing our children with the skills, knowledge and understanding they need to be ready 
for their continued journey through school and their life ahead. This “cultural capital” will help to prepare 
pupils for success and mobility in society. Our inclusive curriculum builds on a strong sense of self and 
place, encouraging children to explore what is around them through participation in local community 
events like the Thornbury Eisteddfod, The Thornbury Carnival and as key contributors to Thornbury in 
Bloom events and to consider what lies beyond their horizons globally.  
 
Our Reception curriculum follows the Revised Early Years Development Matters that is now statutory in all 
schools as from September 2021. As an Early Adopter School we followed this from 2020. We are 
committed to the findings that children in Reception need to have sufficient direct teaching in reading, 
writing and mathematics with frequent opportunities for children to practise and consolidate their growing 
knowledge through quality play, scaffolded activities and adult directed tasks where modelling and 
questioning are key to our pedagogy. This will enable our pupils to be ready for the transition to the Year 1 
curriculum. We believe in setting high expectations in these areas and plan our teaching and learning to 
achieve these standards for all children.  
 
Underpinning our learning are the Values of our school community, Contribute, Aspire, Respect, Equality. 
These have been recently revised in full consultation with stakeholders of Crossways. The children are 
quickly taught the meanings of these values and how to define them, recognising them in their own 
behaviours and how they relate to their learning. For children to thrive and succeed in life and society it is 
essential they understand how to keep going, find solutions to problems, be able to talk things through and 
work as a team.  
 
We focus on children’s behaviour and the ability to self-regulate, finding calm solutions to issues and 
recognising the needs of others. To complement and scaffold our values and behaviours we instil the 
characteristics of growth mindset within our learning and community, teaching the children how to build 
on mistakes and having the resilience to try again and strive to achieve the best they can. Success is built 
on effort, hard work and commitment. 
 
Implementation: how do we teach what we teach? 
 
Our practice employs a mix of pedagogical approaches, pupils learn through a balance of child-initiated and 
adult-directed/supported activities.  The timetable is carefully structured so that children have rigorous 
directed teaching in English, maths and phonics everyday and fidelity to schemes is important for progress 
and success in these areas. These sessions are followed by group work where children work with staff to 
develop their individual targets.  This focused group time means the teacher can systematically check for 
understanding, identify and respond to misconceptions quickly and provide real-time verbal feedback which 
results in a strong impact on the acquisition of new learning.    
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Children are provided with time to engage in ‘exploration’ through a variety of experiences planned to 
engage and challenge them in the classroom and out in the school environment. We call this PAL (Playing 
and Learning) time. The curriculum is planned in a cross-curricular way to enable all aspects of the children’s 
development including understanding the world and expressive art and design as well as to promote 
sustained thinking and active learning. In this approach adults can scaffold activities and through high quality 
interactions can extend children's thoughts and knowledge.  

We teach PSED (Personal, Social and Emotional Development) through directed circle time sessions as well 
as following the SCARF series of lessons. PSED is at the heart of any life or learning experience and is intrinsic 
to the day to day running of our school. Our Religious Education offer follows the South Gloucestershire 
Agreed Syllabus. Physical Development is supplemented by sessions with Professional Coaches from Future 
Stars to develop sporting skills. 

 

Reading is at the heart of our curriculum.  We use the Essential Letters and Sounds programme to promote 
accelerated knowledge of early phonics ensuring positive outcomes for reading and preparing children for 
the Year One phonics screening. Children have access to reading books that are matched to their phonic 
knowledge and ability to blend, emphasis is given to children becoming fluent and confident using words 
they can sound out. A planned sequence of challenge words that cannot be sounded out compliments the 
reading curriculum. Children are encouraged to read and write these fluently.  

The Federation is part of an oracy project to develop the importance of the spoken word, engaging in high 
quality discussion, debate and building a vast lexicon to use through life. This adds to a child’s “cultural 
capital” and is intrinsic to social mobility and success. 

Children are encouraged to mark make and develop their writing skills as they become more confident in 
phonics. Writing occurs daily through phonic lessons using whiteboards for example and books are 
introduced to formally record writing when teachers feel this appropriate for the cohort. We follow the print 
style of handwriting in line with Government recommendations and have a high expectation on presentation 
for all our children. 

We follow the White Rose Maths Mastery approach in Reception with an emphasis on studying and 
embedding key skills of number to 10, calculation and shape through specific directed teaching so that pupils 
develop deep understanding and the acquisition of mathematical language. The series Numberblocks is also 
used to support this.  Importance is given for pupils to learn through games and tasks using concrete 
manipulatives (resources that can be used to count etc.)  which are then rehearsed and applied to their own 
learning during exploration.  

Our inclusive approach means that all children learn together, we have a range of additional intervention 
and support to enhance and scaffold children who may not be reaching their potential or moving on children 
who are doing very well. This includes, for example, Talk Boost; our nurture group with some of our 
vulnerable children or additional ‘catch-up’ provision in Maths.  Staff will also initiate on the spot 
interventions focused on sight words, blending and number retention with target individuals.  

Where children are identified with specific needs learning is tailored and planned with targets in mind and 
communication with parents and outside agencies given vital importance. 

At Crossways we recognise Parents and Carers as “primary educators”. The Covid pandemic has spotlighted 
the importance of parents and carers in supporting learning and embedding skills and knowledge. It has 
enabled supporting adults to understand the EYFS curriculum further and recognise the way their child 
learns. School staff have skilfully designed home learning tasks to continue the children’s learning. 
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Impact: how do we know what pupils have learnt and how well they have learnt it? 

For our curriculum to meet the needs of all our children we spend time reflecting and evaluating how 
children are learning.  To do this we talk to the children, look at their work, observe their learning 
experiences and also track and analyse data and progress. At the start of the academic year a baseline 
assessment is undertaken in line with government guidance alongside ongoing observational assessment to 
identify children’s starting points and plan experiences which ensure progress. Children are assessed 
regularly on their phonic knowledge along with challenge word retention.  

Three times a year, teachers update the progress children have made against the Early Years Foundation 
Stage Profile which allows us to assess the impact of teaching and evaluate learning.   Further evidence 
gathered by school and home can be added to the Evidence Me platform which allows parents and staff to 
contribute to the learning journey of individual children. In line with the ethos of the new EYFS curriculum 
2021, we have focussed our staff in working alongside children to assess embedded knowledge rather than 
one off observations that provide a limited snapshot of a child’s knowledge and understanding.  

We strive for high standards through enriched play-based exploration alongside the rigour of assessment 
and the quality first directed teaching the children have as they move through Reception.  

 
We endeavour to develop confidence, curiosity, resilience and laughter in learning. 

Implementation 

“The Reception Year holds a unique and important position in education. It marks a significant milestone 

in a child’s life, representing both a beginning and an end. For parents, it is the end of early education 

and care, at home and/or across multiple settings, and the start of school. For school leaders and 

teachers, it is the crucial bridge between the EYFS and, for most schools, the start of the national 

curriculum.” Ofsted-Bold Beginnings 

At Crossways we understand the need for children to know they are valued learners and provide a rich and 

planned curriculum to springboard them to Year 1 and their continuing academic journey. As they progress 

through the school the children will build on experiences, knowledge and skills through a spiral approach 

to learning where children revisit topics embedding understanding. 

In Reception we use core texts as a basis for topic planning. Texts are chosen for their level of challenge 
and quality language alongside their offer in developing diversity and opportunity. Crossways is committed 
to children developing a love for reading and are taking part in the Reading for Pleasure initiative. 

Our curriculum therefore involves 

 Careful planning of sequences of activities that provide meaningful learning experiences developing 
each child’s curiosity, language, knowledge and skills  

 Providing high quality interactions with adults that demonstrate and impact on the progress of all 
children. 

 Using high quality questioning and interactions to check children’s understanding and address 
misconceptions. 

 Staff acting as role models to the children they teach in order for children to develop their own 
oracy skills. 

 Careful assessment through on going observations to inform the next steps of learning and meeting 
individual needs. 
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 Developing an effective and engaging environment that is set up so that children can access all 
areas of learning throughout the school 

 Providing activity starting points for child initiated activities that enhance activities linked to the 
children’s learning including provision for writing. 

 Allowing children to be successful in their attempts at an activity and using effective feedback to 
help facilitate next steps in learning. 

 Providing structured home learning opportunities with information weekly to parents, facilitating 
parents to build on their child’s school experiences, at home. Through the use of the Evidence Me 
platform pictures and videos can be shared by parents and staff 

 Dynamic planning is in place to recognise the needs and interests of pupils and stimulate curiosity  
 Fidelity to learning schemes is sustained to ensure the best outcomes for pupils. These include, Jolly 

Phonics (Synthetic phonic scheme), White Rose Mathematics, SCARF (Personal, Social, Emotional 
Development) South Glos. Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 

These gateway subjects, those that enable children to access all the areas of the curriculum, reading, 
writing and mathematics are taught daily through carefully planned directed teaching. 

Reading through Phonics is taught daily through Essential Letters and Sounds. We move rapidly through 
the sounds to ensure children have the best possible start. Children are then guided through blending 
single words progressing as their phonic knowledge increases. The use of real and ‘alien’ or fake words 
prepares the pupils for the Yr 1 phoneme check.  

Writing is developed through all areas of learning. Emphasis is given to developing children’s fine motor 
skills, building hand strength, how to hold a pencil and correct sitting posture for pupils. The Funky Fingers 
approach is used to help improve the skills needed for writing. The school promotes the print style of 
handwriting.  

Mathematics is taught through daily dedicated sessions, following the White Rose Maths scheme and 
using Numberblocks as additional mathematics teaching material. These sessions are carefully planned 
using concrete resources and build on prior learning and real life experiences across the theme and year. 
This starts with mastering numbers 0-5 and then progresses through to 0-10. Pupils are encouraged to use 
mathematical language in all areas of the curriculum and through their play scaffolded by quality adult 
interactions. 

Being able to learn outdoors is an important part of a child’s life at Crossways. We are able to offer the use 

of extensive grounds with our own woods, wildlife area and fields as well as quality climbing equipment. All 

areas of the curriculum can be delivered outside and opportunities are planned in regularly.  

 
OFSTED 2017 
Children in the early years achieve well in reading, writing and mathematics. Achievement has been 
consistently strong over time. Assessment is robust so that teachers and teaching assistants are able to 
meet children’s needs and interests as soon as they start in Reception. Teaching assistants provide 
effective support and help to move children forward in their learning. Teachers plan stimulating activities 
for children so that they enjoy learning. There is a strong emphasis on learning to write and children make 
rapid progress. Leaders have good links with pre-school and nursery providers. Children who have special 
educational needs and/or disabilities have early reviews to ensure that provision is in place for them on 
entry. 
 
https://www.early-education.org.uk/cultural-capital 

https://www.early-education.org.uk/cultural-capital
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This curriculum statement is written referencing the government documentation “Bold beginnings: The 
Reception curriculum in a sample of good and outstanding primary schools-2017” 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6635
60/28933_Ofsted_-_Early_Years_Curriculum_Report_-_Accessible.pdf  and “Early Years Foundation Stage 
Reforms Government consultation response July 2020”  
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/early-years-foundation-stage-reforms  
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/  
scarf 
https://www.earlyyearscareers.com/eyc/learning-and-development/the-legacy-of-jerome-bruner/ 
spiral curriculum 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-adopter-schools-eyfs-framework  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/663560/28933_Ofsted_-_Early_Years_Curriculum_Report_-_Accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/663560/28933_Ofsted_-_Early_Years_Curriculum_Report_-_Accessible.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/early-years-foundation-stage-reforms
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/
https://www.earlyyearscareers.com/eyc/learning-and-development/the-legacy-of-jerome-bruner/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-adopter-schools-eyfs-framework

