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Broad and Balanced Curriculum  

 
The Charanga Musical School Scheme provides weekly 
lesson support to teachers for each year group in the 
school. It supports teachers of all levels of confidence and 
experience, and it includes lesson plans, assessment, 
clear progression, and engaging and exciting whiteboard 
resources to support each lesson. The Scheme supports 
all national curriculum requirements and is an integrated, 
practical, exploratory, and child-led approach to musical 
learning. 

Technology 
 

Charanga is an online platform that provides teachers and 
students with the help and resources they need to achieve 
their musical ambitions, including songs and lyrics, 
musical scores, assessment tools. It promotes strong 
pedagogy through its lesson structures and content.  
 
 
 

Musical Inclusion 
 

 With the help of Charanga, we are able to support a 
diversity of high-quality music-making across a wide range 
of genres and musical activities and are given 
opportunities to allow for young people’s self-expression 
and musical creativity. The children are taught to respect 
and appreciate music from all cultures and traditions. 
 
 

Listen and Appraise 
 

Every lesson provides the opportunity for children to listen 
to a new piece of music, whether song or instrumental. 
Children then to use the interrelated dimensions of music 
to appraise. This skill helps to broaden the children’s 
experience of musical styles and extend the skills they 
have learned to  

Perform 
 

Every child will be given the opportunity to perform and 
share their learning whether that be within the year group 
or to other year groups, helping the children to experience 
performing to an audience. 
 
 
 
 

Musical Activities  

Games embed the interrelated dimensions of music 
through repetition.  
Singing is at the heart of all the musical learning.  
Playing instruments to be learnt – on tuned/un-tuned 
classroom percussion with a sound before symbol 
approach. 
Improvisation using voices and instruments occurs in 
some Units of Work. Composing also occurs in some units 
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At Crossways, we are passionate about children’s music education and its potential to help them grow as kind, curious and open-minded young people who are sensitive to and 
knowledgeable about music. Music itself is a powerful tool that inspires creativity and supports the development of social skills, discipline and confidence. Crossways children will 
learn a range of contrasting styles such as rock, classical, rap, jazz and musicals as well as a variety of popular music from different cultures and eras. Every child will have 
experience of playing a tuned musical instrument and children Y3-6 are offered the opportunity to build on these experiences through additional peripatetic teaching in school time 
including financial support for Pupil Premium children. Through Music, our curriculum helps to provide our children with transferrable skills such as team-working, creative thinking, 
decision-making, leadership, performance and presentation. Children at Crossways also experience music through the wider curriculum including annual plays and extra-curricular 
activities such as Choir where the children will sing in the community and enter competitions such as the local Eisteddfod. 
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Pulse Rhythm Tempo Dynamics 

Children will be taught to find the 
beat/pulse of a piece of music or song. 

 

 

Children will learn how to find and describe 
a rhythm: long and short sounds or 
patterns that occur over the pulse. 

 

The children learn to describe the speed of 
a piece of music: fast, slow or in between. 

 

Children learn to describe how loud or 
quiet a piece of Music is. 

 

Pitch Texture Structure Notation 

Children will describe a piece of 
music knowing that pitch relates to 
how high or low notes are. 

The children will learn that texture 
refers to the layers of sound that a 
musical piece can hold. For example, 
trumpet playing over piano. 

The children will be exposed to 
different structures that music have. 
For example, in a song, a verse, 
bridge then chorus. 

The children learn about the link 
between sound and symbol. 

 

 



 
 

of work, giving children the freedom to develop their own 
pieces. 
 

Cross Curricular links 
 

Where possible, we link Music to curriculum lessons to 
help at an extra layer of relevance to their learning.  
 
 

Extra-Curricular Activities 
 

A choir will run for most terms after school. Those 
attending choir will have the opportunity to perform in the 
community, enter the local Eisteddfod and perform to 
parents in school during a range of events. 
 

Subject Knowledge 
 

Teachers will understand the requirements of The National 
Curriculum regarding Music. Charanga also provides 
robust CPD resources. 
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Pupil Voice 

Children can listen and appraise songs 
from a wide variety of genres and time 
periods. They can name a growing number 
of iconic musicians and composers, and 
discuss why they are/were important.  
 

Evidence in skills 

Children can sing a variety of different 
songs. They can play tuned and untuned 
instruments with increasing competence.  
 

Improvise and Compose 

Pupils can show their deeper 
understanding of a piece by improvising 
further rhythms/melodies and composing 
short sections. 

Perform, Share and Evaluate 

Children can perform and share their work 
with others. They can compare and 
comment on skills, techniques and ideas 
that they and others have used, then use 
their observations 

 

 


