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Aims
• To share information about how we teach reading at school
• To explain what the reading curriculum consists of in Y5/6
• To share ideas for reading at home
• To explain our new reading reward system

Desert Island Books

It Is Rocket Science!
Rocket engines employ the principle of jet propulsion. Most current rockets are chemically
powered rockets (usually internal combustion engines but some employ a decomposing
monopropellant that emit a hot exhaust gas). A rocket engine can use gas propellants, solid
propellant, liquid propellant, or a hybrid mixture of both solid and liquid. Some rockets use heat
or pressure that is supplied from a source other than the chemical reaction of propellant(s), such
as steam rockets, solar thermal rockets, nuclear thermal rocket engines or simple pressurized
rockets such as water rocket or cold gas thrusters. With combustive propellants a chemical
reaction is initiated between the fuel and the oxidizer in the combustion chamber, and the
resultant hot gases accelerate out of a rocket engine nozzle (or nozzles) at the rearward-facing
end of the rocket. The acceleration of these gases through the engine exerts thrust on the
combustion chamber and nozzle, propelling the vehicle, according to Newton's Third Law. This
actually happens because the force (pressure times area) on the combustion chamber wall is
unbalanced by the nozzle opening; this is not the case in any other direction. The shape of the
nozzle also generates force by directing the exhaust gas along the axis of the rocket.

Why Focus on Reading?
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What is Reading?
• The goal of successful reading is comprehension. Reading involves:
- decoding
- constructing meaning from the text
- drawing on personal experiences
- having a purpose to read
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Five Pillars of Reading

What Makes A Reader?
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Why Is Reading Important?
• There is a strong association between the amount of reading for pleasure children reported
and their reading achievement. (PIRLS)
• ‘In almost all countries, students who enjoy reading are significantly more likely to be good
readers’ (PISA)
• As children become engaged readers, they provide themselves with self-generated learning
opportunities that are equivalent to several years of education. Guthrie & Wigfield, 2000)
• Children who are read to every day at age three have a vocabulary at age five which is
nearly two months more advanced than those who are not. A child taken to the library on a
monthly basis from ages three to five is two and a half months ahead of an equivalent child
at age five who did not visit the library so regularly. (Sutton Trust, 2010)

Why Is Reading Important?
• The three elements of English are inextricably linked
• Children with good speaking and listening skills are frequently good readers
• Good readers are often good writers

• Reading underpins the whole curriculum
• Increasing demands within the curriculum means reading fluently with good
comprehension is essential - all subjects rely on this
• This impacts even more in KS3

Discussion
Read through the Y5/6 objectives.
Sort into groups based on:

- those that you knew/expected to be in Y5/6
- those that you’re unsure of/surprised about

Y5/6 Curriculum
Range:
• Read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference
• Read a wide range of books including: myths and legends, traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from
our literary heritage and books from other cultures and traditions

• Read books that are structured in different ways and for a range of purposes

• Recommend books that they have read giving reasons for their choices

• Identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing
• Make comparisons within and across books
• Check that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of
words in context

Y5/6 Curriculum
Response:

• Recommend books that they have read giving reasons for their choices
• Identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing
• Make comparisons within and across books

• Check that the book makes sense to them, discuss their understanding and explore the meaning of words
• Draw inferences and justify these with evidence
• Predict what might happen from details stated and implied
• Summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph
• Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
• Discuss and evaluate how authors use language considering the impact on the reader
• Distinguish between fact and opinion
• Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction

Y5/6 Curriculum
Oral

• Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves,
build on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views
• Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations
and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary
• Learn a wider range of poetry by heart
• Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone
and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
• Ask questions to improve their understanding

Y5/6 Tests
• Children will need to be able to:
- identify or provide their own synonyms for specific words within the texts
- demonstrate an understanding of texts by predicting what might happen next

- refer to key elements of plot, character or information
- demonstrate an understanding of the differences between fact and opinion
- compare information, characters or events within a text
- summarise and order events from fiction or non-fiction
- root their responses securely in the text

Sample Test

Sample Questions

Sample Questions

Top Tips: Reading Together
Get with the programme Make sure you have a regular slot in which to read every day. This makes sure
you don’t forget about it, and stops everyone forgetting the plot!
Go for a journey If you have a regular reading time every day, choose longer chapter books. It will be
more of an experience for you and your child and helps build their memory and understanding
Get motivated If your child’s not a keen reader, choose short stories or picture books for upper KS2, read
comics, papers, non-fiction…whatever they’re interested in
Keep them guessing Ask questions every so often to find out what they think may happen next. This helps
to build the suspense and make it more interesting
Always leave them wanting more Stop reading at an exciting point in the story – maybe at the end of a
chapter or even in the middle of a sentence. TV dramas use cliff hangers like this to make sure their
audience comes back!

Top Tips: Reading Independently
Make sure they get the plot Ask them to tell you what’s happened. They can chat whilst you’re
making dinner/breakfast, driving to cubs, making packed lunches etc!

Find the right book Help them to choose books that they’ll be more interested in. Various
websites provide summaries and recommendations, talk to friends, look at new books, have an
author focus
1...2…3...4...5... Look for series of books. It’s such a joy when they read one and you find out
there are 9 others!
Do it too! Ask them to recommend books for you to read based on the ones they’ve enjoyed.
(My godson in Y5 does this ALL the time!) then talk about them afterwards.

Top Tips: Reading Independently
Make it competitive If your child’s one who likes competition, set up your own home reading
incentives or compete against siblings!
Make it visual Create a reading tree, keep a reading river or journal, get caught reading

Reading, Reading Everywhere!
It’s all valid, fiction & non-fiction!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Magazines and newspapers
Comics
Picture books
Poetry
Plays
Websites, APPs, games
Print in the environment
Instructions, lists, manuals
Packaging

Websites

Other Resources

Adolescents entering the adult world in the 21st century will read and
write more than at any other time in human history. They will need
advanced levels of literacy to perform their jobs, run their households,
act as citizens, and conduct their personal lives. They will need
literacy to cope with the flood of information they will find everywhere
they turn. They will need literacy to feed their imaginations so they
can create the world of the future. In a complex and sometimes even
dangerous world, their ability to read will be crucial.
International Reading Association

Reward System for Home Reading
Sue Cain & Emma Mitchell

