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Dear Parent, 
 
Welcome back to school to all children and parents! I hope that you have had an enjoyable summer and 
were able to enjoy the good weather. 
 
Welcome! 
We have welcomed our new Reception children into the Infants and other new children who have started in 
other year groups. They have all settled well into their new classes, as have the rest of the children. 
We have also welcomed Mrs Scarsbrook into Chestnut Class. 
 
Building Work 
Unfortunately the work to replace the water pipes, boilers and taps in 
both schools did not run as smoothly as planned. The project over-ran 
and this meant that there was a lot of work still to do by the end of the 
holiday and also a lot of cleaning up. This is the reason that the kitchen 
was not in a fit state to produce any meals on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Thank you for your understanding with this issue. The last few parts of 
the project should be finished off this weekend. 
 
In more positive news, the Junior children have been very excited by the 
creation of new markings on the playground over the summer. These 
designs certainly brighten the playground and give different opportunities 
for children to be active. Thank you to the CPTA as they contributed a 
significant amount for the markings’ payment. The hall floor in the Junior 
School was also replaced over the summer after the original was water-
damaged. The new floor looks very shiny and we’re all doing our best not 
to make any marks on it! 
 
Some new playground equipment will be installed in the Infant playground 
later this term. I am sure the Infant children will really enjoy these new 
pieces of equipment. 
 
Social Media/ Online Information 
A reminder that the websites for the Federation and the two schools has a lot of information contained within 
them- overviews for each term will be added to the year group pages by the end of next week to give you an 
idea of what the children will be learning this term. If you have not visited the site recently, please do have a 
browse. The front page is for the Federation which has general information that is the same for both schools, 
e.g. uniform and governors. From this page you can navigate to the site for each school by the ‘Schools’ tab 
or by clicking the large picture of either school. On these sites there are pages specific to each school.  
 
We hope that you will find the sites useful and informative. If you have any comments on them please pass 
them onto us via the contact form, particularly if you have any ideas on what other information could be 
included. 

 
We also have a Facebook page for the schools. We are aiming that this will be another way of 
communicating what’s going on in the schools with parents, family members and the wider 
community. Please search for ‘Crossways Schools’ and look for the Crossways logo. We hope 
that you will find it informative and fun. 
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Meet The Teacher Sessions 
The two Meet the Teacher sessions on Wednesday 18th September (Infant School) and Thursday 19th 
September (Junior School) both start at 6pm. These start in the hall with an introduction of the teaching staff 
and a short presentation from me before parents move to their child’s year group. In one of the classrooms 
the teachers for that year group will share the expectations for the year, give information on what the children 
will be covering and provide any important information. This is also an opportunity for parents to ask any 
questions about the forthcoming year.  
 
Attendance 
Attendance was 96.7% for KS1, again above our target of 96%, and maintaining a 
very high level. For the summer term, 107 children had attendance of 96%+. 18 
children had 100% attendance for the summer term and received a bronze award; 23 
had a silver award for two terms of 100% within the year and 16 children were 
awarded with a gold certificate for 100% attendance for the whole year. All of these 
figures are higher than last year. 
 
Attendance was 96.5% for KS2, above our target of 96% and the same high score as 
last year. For the summer term, 138 children had attendance of 96%+. 27 children 
had 100% attendance for the summer term and received a bronze award; 30 had a 
silver award for two terms of 100% within the year and 26 children were awarded with a gold certificate for 
100% attendance for the whole year. Again most of the figures are higher than last year’s. 
 
Attendance is extremely important for all children and it is very pleasing to see these high levels of 
attendance for individuals and for the schools as a whole. The link between good attendance and 
development in a child’s learning is obviously very strong. We expect all children to attend school whenever 
possible and for parents to inform us if there is any reason why their child is not attending school. We wish to 
maintain and even improve upon these high levels this year. 
 
As you will be aware, the Department for Education (DfE) amended the regulations governing requests for 
holidays in term time. With effect from September 2013, amendments to the Education (Pupil Registration) 
(England) regulations 2006 make it clear that Headteachers SHOULD NOT grant any holidays during term 
time. Other absences can only be granted in exceptional circumstances. We will carefully review any request 
for leave of absence during term time but it is only in the most exceptional circumstances that leave can even 
be considered or granted. A family holiday will not meet the criteria. I do understand that some families will 
find this difficult from a financial perspective. However, as a Headteacher, I am required by law to comply 
with these amendments to the regulations, which affect all absences from school during term time. 
 
It is still necessary for a parent to inform us in writing of any absence that is happening for any reason before 
the absence occurs or on the day verbally in the case of illness. 
 

Reading Awards 
We are continuing our reading certificate award scheme for home reads this year for 
Reception- Year 5. Each time your child reads at home for 10-15 minutes please 
write in their reading record book. If your child is reading to themself rather than 
aloud to you, ask them to talk about what’s happened in the part of the story they’ve 
just read before signing their reading record book. Our expectation is that all children 
would read at home at least 5 times a week, which would mean every child would 
achieve at least one certificate every term and 150 reads over the year.  
 

In the Infants when the children achieve 25 reads they receive a sticker and certificate from me or Mrs 
Packer and this builds up for each block of 25 reads. The certificates will be given out in assembly. 
 
In the Juniors we use a stamp sheet (similar to a coffee shop loyalty card!) which is attached to the inside 
cover of the reading record book. For each set of 25 home reads the children will collect a stamp on the 
appropriate number and a sticker from their class teacher. For each 100 reads they will come to me for a 
stamp, a sticker and a certificate. The certificate will be awarded to them in the celebration assembly. Our 
aim is that the children will see how they are moving through the numbers and that this will enthuse them to 
read regularly. 
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As in previous years, the amounts for home reads will start again at zero from the start of the school year. So 
any home read from 1st September can be counted towards this year’s total. 
 
Year 6 Residential Visit 
Year 6 are off to Morfa Bay Residential Centre on Monday 
23rd September for a super week of active learning when 
they will hopefully be taking responsibility for themselves as 
well as enjoying the activities. I’m sure they’ll all have a 
fantastic week. If you wish to follow their progress, we will 
aim to post daily news items on the school website/ 
Facebook account (wifi allowing!). The staff going with Year 
6 are Mrs Cain, Mr Medlicott, Mrs Woolf, Mrs Kemp, Mrs 
Beurschgens, Miss Murphy (Mon-Wed) and me (Wed-Fri).  
 
Picture right; caving group last year! 
 
Nut Allergy 
We have a number of children across both schools who have allergic reaction to peanuts/nuts. This allergic 
reaction (anaphylactic shock) can occur through ingestion of peanut/nut products, cross contamination and 
breathing peanuts in the air. 
 
Since this condition can be life threatening, we are asking for your help in minimising the risk to these 
children by: 
a) Avoiding giving your children peanuts in school lunches 
b) Avoiding giving peanut butter sandwiches, other spreads containing nuts such as Nutella and 
snacks/bars containing nuts or labelled “may contain nut traces” in school lunches 
c) Asking your children not to share their lunches. 
 
Due to the potential severity of the problem, it is important that all parents carry out the above measures and 
reduce the risk of allergic reaction to these children. 
 
School Lunches 
As I mentioned in a previous newsletter last term, the new price for school lunches from 1st September is 
£2.30; this only applies in the Junior School as Infant children have a free meal. In the Juniors’ morning 
break, the cost of toast will stay at 10p a slice and fruit will now be 25p. 
 
School Uniform 
The children have come in very smartly at the start of the year with lots of new items of clothing. However, 
we are finding a lot do not have names in and so are very difficult to return to their owners. Please can all 
items of school uniform, including PE kit and coats, be named clearly and permanently. Lunchboxes also 
need to be named on the outside and it would be helpful if the class name was also clearly labelled. Can I 
remind parents that trainers, jewellery, wristbands and nail varnish are not part of the school uniform. To 
check the details of school uniform and where to order any items should you need to please use the link 
below: 
http://www.crosswaysschools.co.uk/parents/school-uniform/  
 
Parking/Car Park 
A reminder that to ensure safety of the children and adults, all parking should be on the side of the road 
opposite the school, and not on the bus stop or double yellow lines. Parking in the entrance to the school 
drive or in the school car park, even for a short time to drop off a child, is not permitted. Please can we 
ensure that we do not park across driveways or use them as turning areas so that we show consideration for 
our neighbours. Your co-operation in this matter is greatly appreciated. The police are in constant contact 
with us to ensure that our parents’ parking is safe and does not inconvenience our neighbours or cause 
unsafe situations. 
 
Please can I also ask all parents not to cross the car park with their children at the start or end of the school 
day. Cars are moving at this time and it is clearly dangerous to encourage the children to use this as a route 
between the schools; the path around the boiler house or the bottom of the drive by the gates are the safe 

http://www.crosswaysschools.co.uk/parents/school-uniform/
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ways to move between the schools. Please can this message be passed onto grandparents and any other 
adult who drops off/collects children from school. 
 
Dates list/ INSET Days 
The dates for this term accompany this newsletter. Please make sure that you keep this list safe or transfer it 
to your calendar/ diary. The dates will be added to the website calendar section in the near future.  
The INSET days have been set for this year and were published in newsletters last year. These are days 
when the children do not come to school due to staff training sessions. The term dates are on the school 
website calendar.  
Monday 4th November 2019; Monday 6th January 2020, Friday 3rd April and Monday 20th July. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr M Toogood 
Executive Headteacher 
 
News from the Community 
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