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Dear Families, 
 
Staff news 
Sadly we said goodbye to Mrs Vowles from the Infant office last week. She was presented with cards from 
each year group in assembly, then gifts in a special lunch with staff. We wish her well in her new job. 
Fortunately Mrs Vowles will still be part of Crossways by continuing in her role as a Governor.  
 
We also said goodbye to Mrs Nelmes as Lunch Break Supervisor for Badgers class on Wednesday. Again 
we are fortunate to still have Mrs Nelmes working at school as supervisor at Crossways Kites (our After 
School Club) Mrs Cipriani will now be full time Lunch Break Supervisor in Badgers class and Mrs Johnson 
will be full time Lunch Break Supervisor in Squirrels class 
 
Children’s Books 
We have on occasion received donations of books, including reading scheme books. If you have any books 
your children are finished with, which are still in good condition, please consider donating them to us, as we 
will put them to good use. Thankyou.  
 
Y4 trip 
On Wednesday 15th January, Year 4 went to Bristol Zoo to learn all about  
the rainforest. We listened to a fantastic workshop about the climate,  
vegetation and animals in the rainforest; how humans use rainforests  
and how we can help protect it. Year 4 demonstrated incredible  
knowledge during the workshop and spotted an amazing range of  
animals, including gorillas, reptiles, piranhas, insects and butterflies!’ 
 
 
Y1 Road Safety workshop 
                                                           

                                                        Y1 had a super visitor who taught us about road safety through stories, 
magic and a puppet. The visitor was a ventriloquist who really amazed 
us with his skills. Y1 learnt about crossing roads safely and how to be 
safe near roads and cars. The visitor was so impressed by the super 
listening and respect shown by all pupils. Well done Year 1! 

 
 
 
 

Brain Art exhibition 
As part of our focus upon Growth Mindset, the children know we need                       
to challenge our brains including sometimes getting stuck, making 
mistakes and taking risks with our learning.  Linked to our learning, 
we have once again used our creativity to create brain works of art to 
create The Federation Brain Art exhibition! This will be open from 
3:15-4:00 on February 4th in the Junior School Hall.  We are sure 
you’ll enjoy looking at the exhibits ranging from EYFS to Yr6.  The 
children have shown great resolve and creativity to produce a 
colourful show for all to see. 
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CPTA Pyjama Night 

Well done to everyone involved with the CPTA Pyjama Night on Thursday 30th January, parent volunteers 
and teachers alike. There were great numbers of children on the evening and overall £500 was raised. This 
will enable the CPTA to further support both schools. 

Sickness 

To clarify the policy from South Gloucestershire, if children have sickness or diarrhoea, they cannot return to 
school before 48 hours after the last episode. This helps to prevent the spread of illness. Thank you for your 
support. 

 
Message from the Chair of Governors 
We committed to keeping you informed on the recruitment process for our new Executive Headteacher, so I 
thought it would be helpful to share with you how the process works.  We have appointed a Panel of 
Governors to be responsible for appointing the new Executive Headteacher, myself and four other 
Governors.  We are supported by HR and the locally authority. 
 
As you know we advertised the role prior to Christmas, we received a number of applications.  
We are very pleased to have chosen four experienced Headteachers to invite to interview, I spoke with them 
all last week, all four candidates are excited to have the opportunity to find out more about our Schools and 
for us to hear more about their skills and experience. 
 
The interview process takes place over two days on 11 & 12 February.  It’s a very full couple of days of lots 
of activities to see the candidates interacting with all the staff and children. 
 
The activities include delivering an assembly, being interviewed by members of the school council, delivering 
a presentation to all staff about “how they seek to look after the mental health and wellbeing of themselves 
and their staff”, as well as a formal presentation and interview with the panel of governors. 
We have involved the staff and children as much as possible in the two days.  
 
Once the two days are completed the Panel will make a decision and propose the candidate for appointment 
to the Full Governing Body for approval.  We hope to be able to make an announcement once we return from 
the February holidays. 
 
I am excited for this next step for our Federation, all the candidates have high quality credentials, who have 
showed energy and enthusiasm for leading Crossways to grow further. 
Regards 
Emma Aiken-Jones 
 

 

Yours sincerely 

  
Mrs Hazel Packer,          Mr Paul Medlicott 
Federation Head Teachers 
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Upcoming Dates: 

 3rd  Feb Children’s Mental Health week 

 5th Feb Yr 5/6 to Armstrong Hall performance, am 
Y4 to Macbeth 
CIS choir to Baptist Church 

w/c 10th Feb Internet Safety week (Internet Safety Day on Tuesday 11th February.)  

14th Feb End of Term 3 

24th Feb Start of Term 4 

2nd Mar Parents’ Evening, 4.00-6.50pm (CJS Beech Class only) 

4th Mar Parents’ Evening. 4.00-6.50pm 

5th Mar Parents’ Evening. 4.00-6.50pm 
World Book Day 
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