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Dear Parent, 
 
On behalf of everyone at Crossways Infant and Junior Schools, may I wish you a very merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year. 
 
My Last Words 
As this is my last day at Crossways and in the education sector, I’d like to share some last thoughts. You will 
be aware of the reasons for my decision to leave and although I think they are the right ones at this stage, it 
has been proving very difficult during these last 2 weeks especially. I’m sorry if I’ve had some strange 
conversations with parents recently due to a faltering voice or something in my eye, but that goes to show 
how special Crossways is and how difficult it is to leave.  
 
Sometimes if you have only been at one school as a child, parent or member of staff you could consider that 
what we have here is the norm in all schools, but it isn’t. There are many reasons why I believe Crossways is 
different to other schools, and the main one is relationships; those between children and adults, amongst the 
children and also between all adults in the school community. The care, support and warmth that the staff 
have for the children and each other helps create a positive and strong ethos that many people have 
commented upon. One parent said to me that despite it being a large school community, there is a family feel 
within Crossways; this makes it a pleasure to work in and hopefully a lovely place in which to learn and grow. 
The focus for us is developing the whole child and across all areas of the primary school life. English and 
Maths are clearly important subjects but they should not mean that other subject areas or emotional/social 
development get missed out. This is why different events, activities, sports and drama opportunities are so 
important throughout the school year. 
 
I would like to thank everyone in the school community, the staff, children, parents and governors, for their 
part in making Crossways as it is and for enabling the Federation to develop from two very different schools. 
This has been a joint effort and one in which everyone has joined in on the journey. I know that this growth of 
the Federation and the ethos within it will continue after Christmas and beyond because the team will always 
want to improve things for the benefit of the children within the schools.  
 
I’d like to thank everyone for their very kind words and best wishes over the last term or so and for the cards 
and presents that I have received. Thank you also if you contributed to the school collection. I have been 
overwhelmed by what has been said and for the gifts I’ve been given. 
 

I have given the children and staff leaving presents too. I showed the ‘storyteller 
chair’ to the children in each of the last assemblies. The children know that I am 
one for a good story in assembly so I thought this would be an ideal gift. I hope 

that it can be sited 
between the two 
schools so that all 
classes can use it for 
class stories or during 
breaktimes so that 
children can listen to 
stories, retell a story or 
make their own up- as I 
said to them, everyone 
has a story to tell. I’ve 
also given each school 
a design with words 
that encapsulate my 
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thoughts about Crossways. I hope that these gifts will mean a lot to the children and staff, and will be a 
reminder of my time at this wonderful place.  
 
I do hope that I will be able to come back and see everyone from time to time and will keep in touch. In the 
meantime, I wish you and your children all the best for the future and hope that 2020 is a positive year for 
you.  
 
So, after saying that these were my last words, here’s the rest of the newsletter!  
 
Message from the Chair of Governors 
As it is Mr Toogood’s last day at Crossways today, I would like to take this opportunity to extend my thanks 
on behalf of the school community. 
  
Prior to Mr Toogood joining the federation in September 2013 the two schools were far more distinct.  In his 
six years in the role Mr Toogood has given the Federation an excellent start; establishing a shared vision for 
the schools, and embedding values, policies and practices to unite them.   
  
He has achieved this by being a 'hands-on Executive Head', always being visible and available across both 
schools to children, staff and parents.  
 
He has brought about many improvements, for example: 

 The provision of the Breakfast Club and After School Club in-house from an external provider, 
improving the quality of the clubs for the benefit of the children. 

 Bringing Crossways children together through joint assemblies, reading buddies, and joint play area 
on the field. 

 Bringing Crossways staff together through staff working closely together, joint meetings, curriculum 
teams, and close relationships with other schools. 

 Bringing the whole school community together, ensuring all feel included and valued. 
  
Thank you, Mr Toogood; we wish you every success for the future. 
Emma Aiken-Jones 
 
School Closure System 
To ensure that everyone knows the system for school closure in advance of any potential bad weather in 
Terms 3 and 4, can I remind parents how we get the message out that the schools are closing. We will text 
parents using the normal system but also send an email too. We will give the message via our Facebook 
page and the front page of the schools’ website and update the South Gloucestershire page for school 
closures: http://essential.southglos.gov.uk/schoolstatus/default.aspx  
 
If you think that we do not have your up-to-date mobile or email details please can you check with the school 
office. 
 
CPTA Christmas Fayre 
Thank you to all the children and family members who supported the Christmas Fayre on Friday 6th 
December; what a successful event! It was an extremely busy evening with all of the stalls and activities 
being very popular, especially, as ever, the jam-a-jar and chocolate tombolo. Santa’s grotto did a roaring 
trade and the new stall, Elfridges, proved very popular with the children who were able to choose secret 
presents for their parents and other family members. Thank you to both the Infant choir and Junior Musical 
Theatre Group for singing some Christmas songs to the other children, parents and visitors. 
 
I would also like to thank and congratulate all the members of the CPTA who have worked exceptionally hard 
to make this evening so successful. The total of £2,500 is amazing and shows how well the event went. 
Thank you also to everyone who supported the schools during the Fayre. See pictures at the end of this 
newsletter. 
 
Key Stage 2 Data 
The KS2 performance tables have been published by the Department of Education recently. Please use the 
link to see how our assessments match against the South Glos and national averages. 
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/  

http://essential.southglos.gov.uk/schoolstatus/default.aspx
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?step=default&table=schools&region=803&la-name=South%20Gloucestershire&geographic=la&for=primary
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Infant Choir’s Visit 
On Thursday afternoon last week the KS1 members of choir 
walked down to the United Reformed Church in Thornbury to 
take part in an annual charity Carol Service. We sang along with 
the Good Afternoon Choir and had a wonderful time.  
 
Ben the choir master said: 
“Huge thanks to you and the children - they were a huge credit 
to you and the school.  Of all the carol concerts I’ve done this 
week with GAC, yesterday in Thornbury was the most special, 
and that was largely down to the choir and their fantastic 
singing.  Their 12 Days of Christmas was epic!” 
 
A big thank you to the parents and staff who walked down with 
us too!  
Mrs Stockton 
 
Christmas Productions 
The Year 2 children put on a lovely performance of ‘The Most Miserable Snowman’ on Wednesday and 
Thursday last week. On the same days the Year 3/4 children performed their production of ‘The Magical 
Christmas Box’ to rave reviews. Both performances were really successful and involved all of the children on 
the stage. The children all performed with enthusiasm, confidence and fun, singing a range of songs (some 
of them very tricky and fast) to a very high standard. The acting, costumes and scenery were also very 
impressive and the hard work that had been put in by all the children and staff certainly paid off. It is very 
impressive how well the children sustained their concentration throughout the performances which were quite 
long for children of their age. The collection at the end of the Yr 2 performances raised £116 for Help for 
Heroes and the donations at the end of the Yr 3/4 performances for NSPCC raised nearly £160. Thank you 
for your kind donations. 
 
Thank you to all of the staff in Year 2 and Years 3/4 who worked very hard to ensure all the children 
performed to such a high standard. Thank you also to the CPTA who provided refreshments during each 
performance, and to those parents who provided costumes for the children.  
There are pictures of both performance on the schools’ Facebook page. 
 

EYFS Christmas Family Fun  
The EYFS children and their parents all had the chance to get glittery and 
sticky on Thursday 12th. The parents were invited to come in for our 
Christmas Family Fun event where they were able to take part in a range of 
art and craft activities alongside their child. This was very well attended by 
the parents and the two classrooms and hall were full of children and adults 
having fun making decorated biscuits, Christmas decorations, and models 
of Christmas figures.  Well done to the EYFS team for organising this event. 
 
Christmas Events 
Christmas Lunch: The Christmas lunch on Wednesday was delicious and 
almost the whole of the two schools, including staff and some governors, 
had a meal - nearly 400 people! A big thank you and well done to Mrs 

Griffiths and the kitchen staff for providing us with our Christmas meal, and to the lunchbreak supervisors, 
staff and parent volunteers for helping make the lunchtime run so smoothly. Well done! 
Christmas Parties, Infant Hat Parade, etc:  
The Christmas parties for the Juniors at the start of this week enabled the children to wear party clothes and 
be involved in party games. These were thoroughly enjoyed! The Infant party was this afternoon and from 
what I can hear is going very well. 
The Hat Parade in the Infants demonstrated some very creative ideas for festive headwear- well done to the 
children and parents for their fabulous ideas. These were shown, along with some lovely dance moves, to 
our parent helpers as a thank you. 
The parent helpers at the Junior thank you had the pleasure of the Musical Theatre Group singing some 
Christmas songs to them whilst they had tea/coffee and mince pies. 
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Christmas Charity Event 
The children all looked fantastic in their pyjamas and dressing gowns yesterday for the NSPCC fund-raising 
day. We raised £310 for the charity that was chosen by the school councils. Well done to the children and 
parents for supporting this cause so well. 
 
Closing date Reception 2020 
A reminder that children born between 1 September 2015 and 31 August 2016 are due to start school in 
September 2020. The closing date for applications is 15 January 2020. Please note applications received 
late may not get their preferred school even if they have a sibling already in attendance.  
 
Applications should be made to the local authority where the child lives; regardless of the location of the 
school they are requesting. For more information or for South Gloucestershire residents to apply online 
parents can go to www.southglos.gov.uk/admissions . If parents’ need help with the application process 
please ask them to telephone the contact centre on 01454 868008. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr M Toogood 
Executive Headteacher 
 
Forthcoming Dates 
 

 19th Dec  Pyjama Day for NSPCC organized by the school councils 
 CIS December Superstars 

 20th Dec  CIS 9.15 Christmas singalong  
 CJS Talent Show, am  
 CIS Christmas Party, pm 
 End of Term 2 

 6th Jan  INSET Day 3 

 7th Jan  Start of Term 3 

 
News from the Community 
Norovirus 
Norovirus is circulating in South Gloucestershire. Whilst levels are no higher than usual for this time of year 
we're seeing outbreaks particularly affecting schools. Norovirus, also called the "winter vomiting bug", is a 
stomach bug that causes vomiting and diarrhoea. It can be very unpleasant and is highly contagious. 
bit.ly/norovirusSW  
 
Good hand hygiene is the best way to stop norovirus and give 
you and your loved ones the chance of a healthy Christmas this 
year. Washing your hands frequently with soap and water is the 
best way to stop it spreading. Alcohol hand gels do not kill 
norovirus. 
 
From the Public Health and Wellbeing Division, we wish you a 
healthy Christmas and a Noro-free New Year! And don’t forget, 
good hand hygiene is for life, not just for Christmas… #NoNoro4Xmas  

 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/admissions
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