
Reading at 

Crossways 



Outline of Session 

The Reading Journey 

Practising Reading 

Crossways Home Reading Rewards 

Recommended Reading 

South Gloucestershire Time For Reading 



The Reading Journey 

Sometimes 
referred to 

as  
‘logographic’ 

Pre-
Beginner 

Recognising 
shapes and 

logos that they 
see regularly 

in the 
environment. 

For example, 
milk, 

mummy, 
McDonald’s 

logo. 

Enjoys 
sharing books 

and telling 
the story in a 
picture book. 

milk 

Mummy 



The Reading Journey 

Recognises 
some sounds 
and beginning 
to blend them 

together to 
read words 

Sometimes 
referred to as 

the ‘alphabetic 
stage’ 

 

Beginner 

For 
example, 

d-o-g 
makes dog 

Just starting to 
learn tricky 
words that 

can’t be 
sounded out 

Books with a 
few words to a 
few sentences 

on a page 
linked to the 

picture 

Children can stay at this stage for quite some time. 



Beginner reader 



Beginner reader 



The Reading Journey 

No need to 
sounds 

many words 
out 

Recognises 
all tricky 

words 

Newly 
Fluent 

Reading short 
chapter books 

– often 
colourful with 

larger text 

Usually one 
or two 

paragraphs 
on each 

page 

At this 
stage they 
might not 

use 
expression 



Newly Fluent Reader 



The Reading Journey 

For example, 
the following 

words all 
contain the 

letter ‘g’: 
straight, 

regrettable, 
merge, tough.  

Reads effortlessly 
at a good pace, 

instantly 
recognising most 

words and phrases 
on sight, even 

those with difficult 
spelling patterns 

Confident 
reader 

A fluent reader 
will instantly 
recognise the 

different sounds 
the ‘g’ represents 
and not attempt 
to sound out any 

every letter. 

Uses 
expression, 
consistently 
pausing for 

full stops and 
using 

character 
voices. 

Reading more 
challenging 

chapter books 
– less 

colourful and 
smaller print. 



Confident Reader 



Example of Reading Questions 

What sort of place does it tell you to 
keep your miniature garden in? 

 
warm and

light
somewhere

outside               
cool and

dry               
damp and

dark

Simple Retrieval of facts 

Do you think Malcolm’s feelings about the creature changed  
after his visit to Mr Cooper? Explain your answer. 

Use of deduction and evidence 



Practising Reading 

Teachers teach reading strategies through ‘guided reading’ sessions 
each week and  in the Infant school daily phonics sessions (EYFS 
begin guided reading later in the year).  

Books are sent home for children to practise their reading. Children 
should be able to read these books fairly confidently – they should 
not be too challenging. They should be able to read approximately 
90% of the book using taught strategies (phonics). 

Teachers assess children regularly and decide when they are ready 
to change reading shelf. 



Crossways Home Reading Rewards 

Children bring books home to read/share with their 
parents/carers/grandparents etc. 

After reading, the adult (or child as they progress through the 
school) 

- dates the reading record book 

- writes a comment (if they choose)  

- writes the current number of home reads in the margin 

The adult must sign the reading record 
book 

When the child has achieved 25 ‘home reads’ they receive a 
certificate from Mr Toogood 

Certificates are given for ‘home reads’ 25, 50, 75, 100 and so 
on! 



Reading Record Book example 



Recommended Reading 

South Gloucestershire recommend that every child reads for  
 

     10-15 minutes      5 times each week 
 

With a beginner reader… 
This could include: 

With a more confident reader… 
This could include: 

• Your child saying the sounds in 
their book 

• Your child reading to you 
• You taking turns to read pages 

with your child 
 

• Your child reading to you 
• Your child reading a 

book/chapter to themselves and 
you discussing it with them 
afterwards 

 



Crossways Infant School 
Term 1 & 2  2015 

15 weeks 
Number of 

reads weekly 
How many home 
reads in total 

Certificate 
achieved  

How many children 
achieved this? 

1 15 home reads No certificate 

2 30 home reads  25 certificate 79% 

3 45 home reads  

4  60 home reads 50 certificate 52% 

5 75 home reads 75 certificate 23.8% 

6  90 home reads 

7  105 home reads 100 certificate 



Term 4  2016 
6 weeks 

Number of 
reads weekly 

How many home 
reads in total 

Certificate 
achieved  

1 6 home reads 

2 12 home reads  

3 18 home reads  

4  24 home reads 

5 30 home reads 25 certificate 



• South Gloucestershire have created an award 
scheme to encourage everyone to develop a 
love of reading. 
 

• Studies have shown reading in middle to old 
age might help protect the brain. 
 

• Children who read everyday are far more 
likely to read above standard for their age. 
 
 



The National Literacy Trust  



Congratulations – we have just 
achieved the Bronze Award! 



How will we achieve the Silver Award? 
 

• Encourage more children to read for 10-15 
minutes at least 5 times a week. 

•Encourage children and adults to read as many 
books from the Top 100 children’s book list and 
the Top 100 adult book list. 

• Set fun home reading challenges for the children 
to take part in. 

•Celebrate World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March 


