
 

Crossways Junior School  
‘Soaring to Success’ 

Welcome to Chestnut & 
Hawthorn Classes  

The children are settling in really well 
into their new routines so it’s a good 
time to give more information and the 
‘big picture’ for the coming year. This 
leaflet describes aspects of school life 
for the Year 4 classes which we hope 
you will find useful. 
 
English and Maths will be taught 
daily. This term we will be writing a 
variety of texts including postcards, 
stories and persuasion text as part of 
your topic ‘The Rainforest. Other 
Topics this year: We Are Scientists, 
The Rainforest, Rotten Romans, Rise 
of the Robots, and Ancient Egypt.  
 
We teach using a skills based 
curriculum.  This means that the 
children will be learning specific skills 
across a variety of topics.  Please 
check the school website for the 
subsequent terms’ topics.  
 
Your child will be taught by Mrs 
Ayotte (Chestnut) or Mr Carrick 
(Hawthorn).  On Thursday mornings 
the children will be taught by Mrs 
Scarsbrook and the Future Stars 
Team during teachers’ planning time. 
Both classes are also supported by 
Mrs Ivett our teaching assistant.  
 

Spelling - Your child will receive 
approximately an hour of spelling 
input per week with follow-up 
activities to do both in class and at 
home. Children should practise their 
spellings (sent digitally and on our 
Year 4 page of the website) as part of 
their home learning. We will have 
weekly mini spelling tests, this will 
usually be on Thursdays. 
 
Languages 
Your child is being taught French by 
the Year 4 teachers throughout the 
year.  
 
Reading books will be given out on 
Monday or Tuesday every week and 
will be collected in class in a 
quarantine box by Thursday, allowing 
for a minimum of 72 hours without 
being touched. This does mean that 
the frequency that the children are 
able to change books has decreased 
and they may have to read a book 
multiple times. This however should 
be beneficial in developing their 
comprehension and retelling skills. 
Reading can be supported with home 
books if necessary. Every child is 
expected to complete 5 home reads 
per week.  Each 10 minutes of 
reading counts as 1 read. The 
expectation for every term is to 
complete 25 reads. Every 25 reads 
will be acknowledged by the class 
teacher with a special stamp. 

Children can read to themselves or an 
adult to achieve this but, in both 
cases, their reading records should be 
signed/initialled by an adult. Their 
reading record is to record their 
positive reading experiences and their 
next steps for improving their reading.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Basic Classroom Needs: 
One basic pencil case containing 
pencils (HB), pencil sharpener, rubber, 
ruler (optional coloured pencils) – kept 
in school 
Art/technology shirts 
P.E. kit (white t-shirt, blue shorts, 
track suit and trainers (daps for inside 
optional) to be worn on PE days.  
Small school bags only please 
Names in/on everything please! 
 

 
 
 

 
Home Learning grids will be sent 
digitally and will allow children to 
choose a variety of activities, related 
to their topic, that interest them.   
  

Star awards and soaring to success 
will be celebrated in an online 
celebration assembly with staff and 
children. If your child has received a 
certificate it will be emailed to you. 
In the meantime, should you have any 
concerns at all, please email: 
year4@crossways.org.uk and we will 
reply as soon as we can. We hope 
your child has a successful and 
rewarding time learning in our classes 
this year. 
 
Mr Carrick, Mrs Ayotte and Mrs Ivett 
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