
 

  
 
 
 

      
 

 
22nd October 2021 
 
Dear Families, 
 
Welcome to half term! Again, in this newsletter you will find lots of information and updates about events that have 
happened and some reminders about upcoming events. We wanted to say a massive well done to all of the children in 
Crossways, who, once again, have excelled in everything they do. This has been a long (and eventful!) half term but the 
children have been amazing. We hope they (and you) are able to take some time out and enjoy being together during 
next week. We’re sure everyone will look forward to some fun times to boost everyone’s wellbeing. 
 
Take care 
 

Team Crossways 

 

Year 6 House Captains 
We are so proud to introduce our new house captains for 2021-22.  We had a great response from children in both 
Year 6 classes, who wrote detailed letters of application and attended individual interviews with Mr Medlicott and 
Miss Mitchell.  The new captains and their vice captains have been hard at work already, taking on new responsibilities 
like adding up house points for each class and touring prospective parents around the schools.  We know that they are 
all going to be excellent role models and leaders for the children in their houses. 

                               
Badminton (Red):                                                                           Berkeley (Yellow):    

House Captains – Kyas and Isobel                                   House Captains – Savannah and Sofia 
Vice House Captains – Jacob and Bella    Vice House Captains – Sophie and Alex 

                 
Slimbridge (Blue):               Westonbirt (Green): 

House Captains – Caitlin and Erin    House Captains – Elina and Abigail 
Vice House Captains – Daniel and Jenna   Vice House Captains – Olly and Esme 

 

Federation Executive Head Teacher:  Paul Medlicott 
Tel: 01454 867280 (Infants)           

01454 866566 (Juniors) 
www.crosswaysschools.co.uk 
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Parents Evenings 
We are pleased to be able to welcome you to a parents’ evening to find out more about how your child has settled 
into school this academic year and how they are currently progressing. These evenings will be held on Wednesday 3rd 
November and Thursday 4th November and you are able to book these through our Teachers2Parents booking 
system. As we are holding both face to face and online meetings, please book using this system for both types of 
meetings. If you are attending on site, please enter and exit the relevant school through the main school entrance. As 
a reminder, here are the dates and times for each year group: 
 

 In the school building (in person) Via Microsoft Teams (online) 

EYFS Wednesday 3rd November  Thursday 4th November 

YEAR 1 Thursday 4th November Wednesday 3rd November 

YEAR 2 Wednesday 3rd November Thursday 4th November 

YEAR 3 Wednesday 3rd November Thursday 4th November 

YEAR 4 Thursday 4th November Wednesday 3rd November 

YEAR 5 Wednesday 3rd November Thursday 4th November 

YEAR 6 Thursday 4th November Wednesday 3rd November 

 
 
Harvest Assemblies  
The harvest assemblies held earlier this term were very well supported by 
the school community, and by all the families who donated food for the 
collections. We were so impressed by the generosity showed by our 
community – we collected a staggering 378Kgs of food! This was 133kgs 
more than the last collection in 2019.  
Our story even made it into the Gazette! You can see the article here  
Gazette Series Harvest. 
 
It was lovely to welcome Tilly, a representative from the North Bristol 
Foodbank, to the Crossways schools. She explained how the food from this 
organisation helps those families in need in the local area. We hope the 
food collected will help make a difference. Thank you for your support. 

     
#HelloYellow  

Crossways supported World Mental Health day on Friday 8th October. Yellow was seen all 
around the schools and messages about supporting positive mental health for all were 
discussed at an age appropriate level. We received the astounding amount of £578 in 
donations across the Federation – which is in excess of four times more than last year! This 
has already been sent to the YoungMinds charity and we will await their response. As 
always we are grateful for the compassion and generosity within the Crossways 
community. 

  
School Uniform for Malawi 
We were so pleased to be involved in collecting school uniform to send to the children in Malawi. Thank you for the 
fantastic donations. Gill Leaper sent us a lovely card to say thank you… 

Dear Staff, Pupils and parents,  

Thank you so very much for donating uniform and 
black shoes at the end of the summer term to 
Stepping Stones School in Malawi. I have been able 
to post the T shirts but it has been impossible to 
get to Malawi as it is in the red zone (Covid)…The 
rest of the uniform and shoes are much needed by 
the children there and we would love to raise 
money to get them sent. Good wishes. Gill Leaper 

  

https://www.gazetteseries.co.uk/news/19650507.thornbury-schools-hold-harvest-festival-assembly-aid-foodbank/


 

Infant Playground drop off and pick up 
Thank you to all the families who have been supporting us with ensuring that all children are safe on their entry and 
exit from school. During the drop off time, it is really important that parents and carers do not cross through the 
children’s lines as they are walking into school. It is very easy for a young child to become disorientated when an adult 
blocks their path. We would appreciate it if parents would walk to the back of the children’s lines in order to leave the 
playground so that we can maintain safety for all of our children. Our review of the infant playground drop off and pick 
up situation is ongoing and we are looking to find more effective long term solutions.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Polite reminder  
It has been brought to our attention that there have been some parents and carers smoking outside of the school 
gates. Whilst we are not able to direct parents when not on the school site, we would ask parents and carers to be 
respectful of other members of the school community and refrain from smoking wherever possible when around the 
schools. 
 
Snacks at breaktime  
In the infant school, all children receive a fruit or vegetable snack to eat at breaktime provided by the government. 
This scheme is not available to our junior children and so we encourage you to either send your child to school with a 
fruit snack, or to buy a piece of toast for 10p. If you are sending in a snack, please ensure that this is fruit and not other 
packaged snacks like cereal bars or crisps. Thank you for your support with this. 
 
Upcoming Dates: 
 

Date  Event 

Sun 31st Oct  Virtual balloon race launch 

 Mon 1st Nov  Start of Term 2 

Wed 3rd/ Thurs 4th 
Nov 

 Parents evening (please see information above) 

Fri 17th Dec  Last day of term 2 

 

 
 
Dear families  
Due to the popularity of our first virtual balloon race, we are holding it again this Halloween!  
The race starts on Halloween (31st Oct at 12 pm) from Dracula’s Castle in Transylvania, it lasts 7 days and is based on 
live weather events.  
Click on the link https://ecoracing.co/user/page?id=1912 to create an account and buy your balloons. Balloons cost £3 
each and there is no limit to how many balloons you can buy. Race against your family members, friends and even 
teachers! Make sure to label your balloon with your name, and customise/decorate it how you want to (Hint: look at 
the FAQs section on the Ecoracing website when customising your balloon!).  
The owners of the balloons which ‘travel’ furthest (from both Infants and Juniors) will each win a game/toy selection.  
This is a national balloon race, so we will also be racing against other schools and charities. National prizes include:  
First place - £500  
Second place – Apple iPad  
10 lucky winners of £10 book token  
Good luck!  
CPTA 

https://ecoracing.co/user/page?id=1912


 
 



 

Join the Crossways team: 
 
Are you interested in being part of the Crossways team?  We are looking for casual lunchbreak supervisors to be 
available to work in both schools.  If you are interested then please contact the school offices for an application form or 
for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCLAIMER: We have been sent these adverts into school which may be of interest to you but please be aware we 
are not endorsing any of these advertisements.   

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 


