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At The Crossways Schools, we value art and design as it gives children of all abilities opportunities to use their creative imagination to explore concepts taught 

across the curriculum and express themselves in a variety of ways.  Our art and design curriculum at Crossways intends to engage and inspire children, equipping 

them with the skills and confidence to experiment, invent, create and reflect on their own works of art. In addition, through our art and design curriculum, we aim for 

all children to feel able to express and share their opinions about the artwork of a wide range of artists and designers, sensitively unearthing the creator’s intention.  

 

Generating Ideas  

  

Making and applying skills  

  

Evaluating and reflecting  

  

Vocabulary  

Art and design lessons give children 
the opportunity to generate and 
explore their own ideas from a range of 
starting points.  

Including:  

• The work of famous artists and 
designers through history  

• High quality texts  
• Other curriculum areas  
• Personal experiences and 

feelings.   

Art and design lessons permit children 
to develop their own practical skills by 
experimenting with and testing the 
qualities of a range of materials and 
techniques.  

Children’s technical skills are 
developed over time, through 
activities, which follow a carefully 
planned progression of skills.   

  

Children have opportunities to express 
their own opinions on a range of art- 
work and consider why and how they 
were created.   
Children are encouraged to take 
pleasure in the work they have 
created and see that it gives other 
people pleasure too.  

Evaluation activities take place 

throughout projects, rather than just at 

the end, so that they benefit and 

shape the creative process.  
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Curriculum linked approach  

  
Where possible, our art and design units of work are 
linked to the curriculum topics being studied.  
  
Famous artists and designers are carefully chosen to 

ensure links between creators and curriculum topics are 

relevant and meaningful.  

Resources  
  
We aim for children to make the most of a wide 
range high-quality resources.  
  
Children have the opportunity to explore different 
media and make their own choices about which 
materials are most suitable for their intended 
outcomes.  

Celebrating success  
  
Children have many opportunities to share their 
journey and outcomes with others. For example, 
through displays throughout the school and website 
and social media posts.  
  
Children feel celebrated and feel able to celebrate 

others.  

Learning Journey  

  
Throughout a unit of art and design, children’s work 

follows a journey, from a starting point, through to an 

end piece with experimentation and evaluation guiding 

learning along the way.  

Thoughtful Questioning  
  
Teachers use careful questioning to guide and 

encourage children’s reflections and evaluations. 

Age appropriate questioning examples from 

Access Art are shared with all teachers.  

Balanced modelling and independent 
exploration  
  
Teachers aim to balance the amount of time they 
spend modelling a technique, with plenty of time 
for pupils to enjoy open-ended exploration, and 
project based learning.   
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Pupil Voice  
  
Through discussion and careful questioning, 
children talk confidently and reflectively about 
their art and design work.  
  

Evidence in knowledge  
  
Children know that different forms of 
creative works are made by artists, 
craftspeople, and designers from all 
cultures and times, for different 
purposes.   
  
Children are able to talk about the 

materials, techniques and processes 

they have used, using an 

appropriate vocabulary.  

Evidence in skills  
  
Create different types of artwork, 
developing skills through hands-on 
exploration.  
  
Children demonstrate their 
knowledge of what different 
materials and techniques can offer 
the creative individual.  
  
Children work at different scales, 
alone and in groups.  
  
Children feel safe to take creative 

risks and follow their intuition.  

Breadth and Depth  
  
Our art and design curriculum offers 
all children plenty of time for 
openended exploration and project 
based learning, based on a wide 
range of starting points and 
curriculum links.  
  
Children’s work is inspired by the 
work of artists from a range of 
cultures and times.  
  

  


