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Crossways Schools’ History provision develops a passion for history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning throughout the Federation. Our pupils will explore 
the past, developing their own historical curiosity and understanding of why the past can be interpreted in different ways. They will enjoy learning about a range of 
periods from history, gaining an understanding of a variety of historical concepts and processes. Pupils will learn to challenge their own and others’ views and 
preconceptions through appropriate and accurate historical enquiry; using a range of sources including quality teaching, trips, visits and themed days/weeks. Our 
curriculum will encourage pupils to explore topics and themes through approaches such as thoughtful discussion, questioning and analysis. As a result of this, 
Crossways’ pupils will leave our provision with the skills to understand the complexity of people’s lives and identify themes and patterns through history, as well as 
relating these to the challenges of their time. 
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Chronological Understanding Vocabulary Questioning Knowledge 

Crossways’ pupils will understand 
chronology, identifying patterns and 
themes in history (e.g. settlers and 
invaders and their impact on countries 
like England). They will understand 
when key events took place in relation 
to their learning, e.g. Roman invasion 
happened before Anglo-Saxon 
invasion. 

Crossways’ pupils will understand and 
use appropriate topic vocabulary and 
have a clear understanding of the 
meanings. Pupils will be given 
opportunities to apply their 
understanding of topic vocabulary 
through cross-curricular activities, 
such as writing. 

Crossways’ pupils will learn to 
question sources from history, and 
develop their enquiry skills. Pupils will 
have the opportunity to follow lines of 
enquiry and develop, discuss and 
present their own answers and views 
in relation to the topic. 

Crossways’ pupils will develop their 
knowledge of a range of periods 
through history, making purposeful 
links between them. This will enable 
our pupils to retain key information 
and strengthen their depth of 
understanding. 

Key Historical Figures Heritage Learning 

Crossways’ pupils will learn about key historical figures who have 
contributed to national and international achievements. They will be able to 
compare aspects of life in different periods. 

Crossways’ pupils will learn about the history of the area in the proximity of 
the school, and key individuals who had an impact on events in the area. 
This provides relevance to their learning and allows them to relate and 
make links to their own lives. 
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External Stimuli 

Through trips and visits, children have the opportunity 
to develop their skills and knowledge beyond the 
classroom. 

Projects 

Children will have the opportunity to produce 
projects, giving them the freedom to research an 
aspect of a period of history that excites them. 

Thoughtful Questioning 

A variation of questions will encourage deeper 
thinking and the consideration of other viewpoints. 
Children will also question the credibility of primary 
and secondary resources. 

Themed Days/Weeks 

Through themed days/weeks, Crossways will celebrate 
and raise the profile of important events and figures 
through history, e.g. Black History Month. 

Performance 

Crossways pupils’ will have opportunities to share 
and consolidate their learning through 
performances. This may include performances 
during assemblies or to other year groups in their 
Key Stage. 

Artefacts/Resources 

Crossways’ Pupils will have access to relevant and 
high quality resources, which link to the topic of 
learning. We have connections with the local 
museum who can help provide us with artefacts 
and resources which links to heritage learning. 
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Pupil Voice 

Through discussion and feedback, children 
will talk enthusiastically about their history 
lessons and show a genuine curiosity and 
interest in the areas they have explored. 

Evidence in knowledge 

Pupils will make links between 
different themes and identify 
similarities and differences. They 
will know about key events and 
significant figures as they build an 
overview of the world. 

Evidence in skills 

Pupils will use acquired vocabulary 
to interpret and convey their 
understanding of the past. They will 
analyse and interpret information in 
order to reflect on and question 
historical events. 

Breadth and Depth 

Teachers will plan opportunities for 
pupils to deepen their conceptual 
understanding in aspects of 
particular historical value. Pupils will 
be confident historians and will be 
inspired to further their knowledge. 

 


