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At Crossways, we believe in early language exposure as a method of strengthening our children’s understanding of languages and the links to their knowledge of 
the English language. From KS2 children at Crossways will have the opportunity to learn French. This will encompass a wide knowledge of this language and will 
also develop an awareness of the culture in a foreign country. The cornerstone of the languages curriculum is to enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts 
in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and writing. Teaching a modern foreign language should also provide 
opportunities for pupils to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and to broaden the child’s approach to a new language. It should also 
open up different paths to learn a multitude of languages.  
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The teaching of skills The application of skills Vocabulary Culture 

Crossways children will: 

 Listen attentively to spoken 
language and show 
understanding by joining in 
and responding 

 Explore the patterns and 
sounds of language through 
songs and rhymes and link 
the spelling, sound and 
meaning of words 

 

 

Crossways children will: 

 Speak in sentences, using 
familiar vocabulary, phrases 
and basic language 
structures 

 Develop accurate 
pronunciation and intonation 
so that others understand 
when they are reading aloud 
or using familiar words and 
phrases 

 Present ideas and 
information orally to a range 
of audiences 

 Read carefully and show 
understanding of words, 
phrases and simple writing 

 

Crossways children will: 

 Use a progressive series of 
topics to learn a variety of 
vocabulary 

 As the children progress 
through KS2, this will be 
revised and built upon 

 The vocabulary will be linked 
to the topics that the year 
group are being taught 

Crossways children will: 

 Develop an understanding of 
the culture and celebrations 
in France compared to 
England 

 Build an appreciation and 
understanding of the French 
culture and why this is 
important 
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Curriculum approach 

Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create 
new sentences, to express ideas clearly. 

Describe people, places, things and actions orally* and 
in writing 

Feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the 
conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and 
patterns of the language; how to apply these, for 
instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from 
or are similar to English. 

 

Resources 

Use French dictionaries to broaden vocabulary 
and language skills.  
Knowledge organisers written by French teacher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

External stimuli 

Use of videos, songs, stories and games to embed 
French language knowledge and understanding. 
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School environment 

Displays to showcase known language as well as 
providing context for the language taught. Children will 
be exposed to French that other year groups are 
experiencing. Children can showcase their increasing 
level of language acquisition.  

Taught discretely 

French is taught as a separate lesson. Children 
have their own French exercise books to build a 
progression of knowledge.  
Theme days will be planned into the school 
curriculum. 
 
 
 

Cross curriculum 

Children have opportunities to apply skills taught in 
other curriculum areas. For example using 
dictionaries, grammar terminology, and vocabulary 
linked to topics. 
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Pupil Voice 

Through discussion and feedback children 
talk enthusiastically about their experience of 
learning French. They can articulate the 
areas they enjoyed learning about the most 
and why. 

Evidence in knowledge 

Children’ books will show a variety 
of recorded knowledge. This can be 
used in a practical way. Children’s 
work will be shown on displays 
around the school.  

Evidence in skills 

Children can converse with others 
and relate their ideas using a broad 
range of vocabulary. They can be 
understood and can in turn 
understand others. 

Outcomes 

By the end of their time at 
Crossways we want the children to 
be confident in using their language 
skills as well as having developed a 
love for the culture of France and a 
love for learning a language. We 
want our children to be known as 
“Crossways language children” 
when they get to secondary school.  
  

 


