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At Crossways, we believe it is important for our children to learn about religion, faith and spirituality so that they can understand and make sense of the 
diverse world around them. It is our aim to engage children in systematic enquiry into significant human questions to make reasoned and informed 
judgements about religious, cultural and moral issues. This will support them to develop the understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise 
varied responses to these questions, as well as develop responses of their own. We aim to promote respect and open mindedness towards others with 
different world views and cultural backgrounds and encourage children to develop their own sense of identity and belonging through self-awareness and 
reflection. 
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Teaching of knowledge Applying knowledge Vocabulary 

Crossways children will be taught to 
understand a range of religions and 
worldviews. They will learn to describe, identify 
and appreciate beliefs, practices, and the 
diversity, which exists between communities 
and individuals. Learning is planned and 
sequenced to support children in building an 
ever-increasing picture over time, constantly 
building their knowledge and understanding of 
concepts focusing on Believing, Expressing 
and Living. 

Careful planning enables Crossways children to 
engage in meaningful discussion and tasks to 
demonstrate their understanding. Crossways children 
explore ‘Big Questions’ which encourages active 
meaning making. As children move through the 
Religious Education curriculum, these ‘Big Questions’ 
increase in complexity, depth and breadth. Children 
are able to apply their knowledge by explaining ‘what’ 
the beliefs, practices and values are and the 
relationships between them, as well as explaining 
‘why’ these are important and may make a difference 
to people, and ‘how’ they relate, change or impact on 
a wider world view also increases. 

‘Big Questions’ relate to: What people believe and do 
(Believing), how people respond to big questions and 
issues (Expressing) and how beliefs and values make 
a difference to lives (Living). 

Crossways children will be taught key 
vocabulary from the religions and topics 
studied, as outlined in the agreed syllabus.  
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Curriculum Approach 
We use the statutory guidance within the South 
Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus for Religious 
Education, which has been devised to give children the 
opportunity to explore the world we live in and develop 
respectful curiosity. RE (Religious Education) lessons 
will build upon prior learning and develop skills year 
upon year. 

World Views 
To articulate clearly and coherently their 
personal beliefs, ideas, values and 
experiences while respecting the right of 
others to differ and to consider worldviews in 
local, national and global contexts. 

Community Links 
Visitors are encouraged to the Federation 
from different religions and cultures to share 
their experiences of faith. Children are taught 
about different beliefs within our community. 
Where possible, visits will be made to places 
of worship, and teachers will make use of 
online sources to support learning. 

Resources 
Children have the opportunity to respectfully explore 
artefacts that encourage mindful discussion and 
enquiry.  
 

Thoughtful Questioning  
Children discover, explore and consider 
answers to big questions that activate higher 
order thinking about aspects of religion and to 
develop the skills of respectful dialogue. 

British Values 
The planning used by staff is structured to 
promote British Values through developing a 
respect for other cultures and beliefs, treating 
people of all faiths equally and nurturing 
understanding of and embracing other 
people’s opinions. 

Right to withdraw 
RE is open, broad and exploring a range of religious 
and non-religious worldviews. In the UK, parents still 
have the right to withdraw their children from RE on the 
grounds that they wish to provide their own RE. This 
right of withdrawal exists for all children in all types of 
school, including schools with and without a religious 
designation. Parents also have the right to withdraw 
their child from part of RE, and can do so without 
giving any explanation. 

Assemblies 
Children have the opportunity to take part in 
collective worship involving prayer and time for 
reflection. 
Our local church provides open the book 
assemblies throughout the year. 

School events 
When appropriate, children will take part in 
whole school events such as celebrations, 
school performances and multi-faith days. 
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Pupil Voice 
Through reflection and respectful 
dialogue, children have the ability to 
question what they are learning and 
challenge anything that they believe 
to be prejudice or discriminatory. 
Children are able to offer their own 
thoughts and insights when 
exploring religious and world views. 

Evidence in knowledge 
Children will leave Crossways 
with a strong understanding of 
the beliefs and practices of a 
range of religions that exist 
across the world. 

Evidence in skills 
Crossways children are able to reflect on 
questions of meaning, offering their own 
thoughtful and informed insights into 
religious and secular world-views. 
Through their RE learning, children are 
able to make links between their own 
lives and those of others in their 
community and in the wider world, 
developing an understanding of other 
people’s cultures and ways of life. 

Breadth and Depth 
As children progress through the 
RE curriculum, they are able to 
look deeper into spiritual, ethical, 
moral and social issues with 
increasing breadth across different 
religions and worldviews.  

 


